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Time for engagement 


History books will record that France lifted the World Cup trophy in 1998. 
Perhaps, just as in 1966, people will remember the team that lost, as the Ronaldo 
incident will preoccupy the media and fans alike for some time to come. 
Hopefully France 98 will also be remembered for heralding a new dawn in 
French society, one that was inclusive for all its inhabitants. 

Football says much about a country. France 98 was no exception. The French 
nation found a new togetherness, both on and off the field, and as a result under- 
cut the current strength of the Front National. That large numbers of black 
Britons decided to support another team, be it Jamaica or Nigeria, said much 
about the lack of inclusiveness in this country. Conversely the outbreak of 
English hooliganism again demonstrated that an aggressive and xenophobic 
nationalism still maintains a firm grip among many in our society. 

For too long the anti-fascist and anti-racist movements have neglected the 
importance of identity and the need to belong. English history is so synonymous 
with aggressive imperialism and thoughts of racial superiority that the need for 
identity has not only been ignored but also rejected. 

As the first stage of the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry draws to a close it is time 
for us to reassess our relationship with black and white communities in areas 
where racial tensions are strong. For too long there has been a propensity to 
parachute in from outside, believing that we know best, rather than work from 
within and, more importantly, alongside the communities. This also means form- 
ing a new relationship with the white population of these areas, or at the very 
least an understanding of their behaviour and fears. This does not mean pander- 
ing to racist ideas and history, but simply relating to the unease caused by the 
decline of empire, economic deprivation, the break-up of the Union and changing 
racial, sexual and class boundaries. Only in this way can we make our interven- 
tions more successful and so deprive racist groups of the oxygen they require. 

The anti-fascist and anti-racist movement has played an important part in 
curtailing the racist right in postwar Britain. However there have been times 
when we have made mistakes and, if anything, added to local problems. A new 
policy of engagement needs to be adopted, both between the anti-racists and anti- 
fascists and with the black and Asian communities, who have long been suspi- 
cious of our actions. 

It also means that we need to address issues of white ethnicity, a need to belong 
and English culture. The example of France shows that shared experiences can 
bond a nation that many had written off as inextricably split. While this new 
togetherness in France is unlikely to last without more fundamental changes in 
society, it does show that human behaviour and opinions are constantly fluid and 
open to change. The time for a new engagement in Britain is now. 
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World 
Cup win 
thrashes 
French 
Front 
National 


he Front National is seething 

with silent rage, at France’s 

surprise runaway 3-0 victory 
over Brazil in the World Cup Final on 
12 July. The footballing slaughter of 
the reigning world champions by the 
multiracial French side is the last 
thing the fascists wanted and has 
caused the FN’s support in the opinion 
polls to plunge for the moment at 
least. 


The tournament, for all the swan diving and 
acting performed by players feigning injury 
and the violent hooliganism of marauding 
louts, mainly from England and Germany, has 
taken place in an indescribably positive atmo- 
sphere. 

Football in France is not a game noted for 
fair play or for being very progressive or even 
very popular. It has its own following of 
racist yobs closely linked with the far right. 
But this time, for once, these idiots were 
drowned out by the combined din of genuine 
white, black and Arab fans. 

This was evident in the streets of France, 
thronged with young people of black and 
Arab origin, their faces painted in the blue, 
white and red national colours, singing and 
chanting their support for a side seemingly 
built in their image, the closer the team got to 
the final. The French team was truly multi- 
ethnic: Karambeu from New Caledonia, 
Lilian Thurun from the Antilles, Zinadi 
Zidane from North Africa and Iuori Djorkaeff 
from Armenia. 

This multicultural aspect, though more 
extensive than before, is not new. In the 
1950s Raymond Kopa, a French player of 
Polish origin, stunned international audiences 
with his skills. What is new is that multi- 
ethnic France on the field was pitting itself 
against the Front National off the field. 

While other countries field multiethnic 
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France’s multiethnic team celebrates its victory 


Kids in the poorest immigrant 
quarters see themselves as 
black French people — 
something the malignant 
racists of the FN can never 
accept — and the World Cup 
success has pushed this further 
forward than ten years of slow 
moving integration policies 


teams, notwithstanding problems of racists 
and organised and institutional racism, most 
do not have to contend with organisations 
such as the FN, which has been able to amass 
millions of votes. 

In June 1996, during the European 
championships, Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of 
the FN, sounded off that he regarded it as 
“artificial to bring players from abroad and 
baptise them into the French team”, 
concluding sourly, “I have never believed that 
eleven men represent France”. 

Later, adapting to the popular mood, Le 
Pen sought to reassure the FN’s annual 
rally in the Bouches du Rhone by stealing 
victory before it happened and claiming that 


if the players sang the Marseillaise it was 
proof of “a certain Le Pen-isation of the 
spirit”. 

His members knew better. They knew the 
team was bad news. This team gives the FN a 
lot of grief. On the paths of the Front’s rally 
venue, the activists stuck with the old racist 
slogans, complaining about the composition 
of the French eleven: “They’ve got an Arab 
to please the Arabs, a “Kanak” who cannot 
even sing the national anthem and blacks to 
satisfy the Caribbean ... that’s no French 
team”. 

On the night of the victory, the Marseillaise 
was sung with especial gusto by the black 
players. The packed streets were a sea of 
Tricolours waved massively. But this was 
no EN rally. The Tricolour was ripped out 
of its hands by people of all origins to show 
that the FN has no monopoly on loving 
France. 

Sociologists have noted an appropriation of 
French national identity by youth in the 
poorest immigrant quarters. The kids see 
themselves as black French people — some- 
thing the malignant racists of the FN can 
never accept — and the World Cup success has 
pushed this further forward than ten years of 
slow-moving integration policies. 

Nobody is saying that these effects will be 
permanent but in the immortal words of Bart 
Simpson, the French team of all colours has 
delivered a message to Le Pen and his 
cohorts: “Eat our shorts!” 
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BNP members arrested in France 


r ; he BNP’s drive for respectabi- 
lity was dealt another severe 
blow after police arrested 

several BNP supporters travelling to 


France intent on causing trouble 
during the World Cup. 


Just two months after Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader-in-waiting, was found guilty of 
producing racist material, several of the 
party’s Scottish activists were among 58 
hooligans intercepted by police on the out- 
skirts of Bordeaux. Among those arrested and 
later deported was Warren Bennett, the 
party’s Edinburgh organiser and editor of its 
publication, Storm. 

According to police, the hooligans had 
travelled to France with the sole intention of 
attacking rival hooligans during and after the 
Scotland Norway match. The group consisted 
of hooligans from Rangers, Hearts and 
Hibernian. Their targets were not Norwegian 
or French hooligans, but rival Scottish gangs 
from Aberdeen and Dundee, who were 
reported to have linked up with thugs from 
Stoke City. 

The gang booked on a package tour to 
Spain, from where they hired a bus to take 
them the short distance over the border to 
Bordeaux. It seems that the Scottish police 
were aware of their plans from an early stage 


The firm’s manager obviously 
took Tony Blair’s advice and 
Bennett is now looking for 
another job 


and monitored their movement out of the 
country. Surveillance was then taken over by 
the Spanish, before the French picked them 
up as they crossed the border. 

Arrested just outside Bordeaux, the hooli- 
gans were taken to a school hall, where they 
were allowed to watch the game, before being 
escorted back to Spain. 

Leading the group was William Chugg, a 
part-time SFA coach, who was jailed for three 
years in 1990 for peddling drugs. Chugg, who 
is presently a student at North Glasgow 
College, is known to police as the head of the 
infamous Rangers ICF hooligan firm. In the 
1997 general election Chugg was one of the 
signatories on Robert Currie’s BNP nomina- 
tion form. Currie himself was also arrested. 
Two more of Currie’s signatories, Mark 
Hendry and Brian Harkness, were also among 
the hooligan gang. 

Another intercepted hooligan was 
Edinburgh-based Warren Bennett, a long time 
hooligan with both Rangers and Hearts. 
Bennett is a leading BNP activist in the city 
and is well known to Searchlight readers for 
his links with Combat 18 during the early 
period of its existence. It was Bennett, togeth- 
er with another Scottish thug, who attacked a 
Searchlight photographer in 1992. 

Bennett was working at a West Midlands- 
based scaffolding firm, until his name was 
linked to hooliganism. The firm’s manager 
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London, in the early 1990s and below, hiding behind a Barcelona scarf after his 
deportation from France during the World Cup 


obviously took Tony Blair’s 
advice and Bennett is now 
looking for another job. 

The appearance of a 
number of Hibs hooligans 
might have surprised some 
people, as traditionally Hibs 
have been the Catholic club 
as opposed to Hearts who are 
strongly Protestant. However 
a couple of years ago the 
previously _ pro-Republican 
Hibs gang, known as the 
Capital City Service, split, 
with the major group realign- 
ing themselves with their 
traditional enemies, Rangers 
and Hearts. Among those 
who made the move and 
become linked with the far 
right are James McLeod, the 
gang’s leader, and Brian 
Harkness. 

McLeod, more commonly 
known as “Fat” McLeod, has 
recently opened a fashion 
wear shop in Edinburgh and 
paid £70,000 for a flat in the 
upmarket Goldenacre area of 
the city. Neighbours regularly 
complain of a stream of visi- 
tors entering the flat and 
almost constant noise. 

While Rangers, Hearts and now Hibs share 
a pathological hatred of Celtic because of 
their alleged pro-Republican links, the squab- 
ble with Aberdeen and Dundee seems to have 
little to do with politics and more to do with 
settling domestic scores. Indeed over the 


years both Aberdeen and Dundee have had 
far-right activists among their hooligan fol- 
lowers. In one of the last issues of Combat 
18’s The Order a number of the “Dundee 
Utilities” hooligans were pictured giving nazi 
salutes. 


The return of 
St George 


Last year Labour was elected to power on a wave of popular 
enthusiasm. New Labour represented a New Britain, a 
fundamental break from the past. A year on and that mood 
seems to be dissipating as English nationalism raises its ugly 
head. Nick Lowles, who spent three weeks in France, asks who 


exactly are the English? 


laying to the crowd, Burnley Man 
P danced on top of a decorative barrel. 

He loved the attention his actions were 
arousing in the few hundred other English 
fans gathered outside O’Malley’s Irish pub 
situated in the Old Port area of Marseille. 

To the cries of “No Surrender to the IRA”, 
the small squat northerner with a St George 
flag dyed into closely-cropped hair, pulled 
out his lighter and attempted to set fire to the 
Irish flag hanging from the pub. It turned out 
to be fire-resistant, leaving our northern 
friend defeated but not deterred. He simply 
pulled the flag off the wall. 

He began dancing evocatively with the 
flag, slowly stripping off his clothes to howls 
of amusement. Again he tried to set fire to the 
flag, again he was unsuccessful. Refusing to 
be beaten, the now naked man simply urinat- 
ed on it, a symbolic gesture of defiance and 
contempt towards a nation that had spawned 
the IRA. The fact that he and many of the 
other English fans were drinking Guinness in 
an Irish pub was immaterial. 

But even this was not enough, his hatred of 
the Irish being too strong. Spurred on by an 
encouraging crowd and several pints, he 
began wiping his arse with the flag. Still 
holding its remnant, the naked man ran up 
and down the street taunting the riot police, 
who had been keeping a watchful eye from a 
distance. After a few minutes their patience 
snapped. A snatch squad was dispatched to 
catch the man and the bulk of the English 
crowd howled with derision. He was last seen 
sprinting up a side street with six policemen 
in hot pursuit. 

Many within the English crowd saw the 
reaction of the police as unacceptable and 
provocative. “Pig Scum”, one man shouted as 
he threw his pint glass towards the police 
lines, gulping the dregs before doing so. A 
hail of other bottles and glasses quickly fol- 
lowed. “Come on England”, shouted one fan; 
“You fucking want it?” screamed another. 

And so the fighting erupted in Marseille on 
the night before England’s match with 
Tunisia. 


Hooliganism in France 
If the talk of generals orchestrating the trou- 
ble was laughable, the sight of a Sky News 
reporter demanding to know why the English 
had been put in Marseille was nauseating. 

On the Saturday afternoon trouble erupted 


Marseille 1998, the face of England’s shame 


when an English fan climbed on top of a car. 
Panicking, the driver sped off, causing the fan 
to fall. The following afternoon the English 
charged a group of young Tunisian supporters 
as they marched through the Old Port. And 
only English fans could have taken the scenes 
outside the Marseille ground, when Tunisian 
supporters danced in front of them, as 
provocative. 

Of course not all the trouble could be 
blamed on the English. It was the Tunisian 
supporters who attacked the English on the 
beach and Marseille did become a scary place 
for the English, especially in the early hours 
of the morning when gangs of locals, many 
armed with knives, went looking for easy tar- 
gets. However, the English caused the initial 
incidents. There was no repeat of this trouble 
at any other game held in Marseille, nor at 


any other city hosting 
North African teams. 
The antics of the 
English compare drasti- 
cally to the Scottish 
football fans, who in 
recent years have 
become synonymous 
with good-natured par- 
tying. Likewise there 
was a stark difference 
with the Germans 
hooligans in Lens. It 
had long been known 
that the Germans were 
targeting Lens as their 
one big foray during the 
World Cup. Hundreds 
of hooligans turned up 
with the expressed 
intention of kicking off 
trouble, in much the 
same way as they did in 
Sweden in 1992 and 
Italy in 1990. The vio- 
lence orchestrated by 
the English was neither 
coordinated nor _pre- 
planned. In fact most of 
the English hooligan 
gangs were not plan- 
ning to travel until the 
Columbia game. The 


violence was drink- 
related and often 
sparked by a_ small, 


generally insignificant, incident. 

Unpleasant as the truth may be, the events 
in France say more about the nation we are. 
While it is perhaps wrong to define a country 
by one identity, there are important 
characteristics held by dominant sections of 
society. Analysing them goes a long way to 
explain the continuing problem of English 
hooliganism. 


Drink and fight culture 
Two factors were responsible for the events in 
France, both very much part of English cul- 
ture — a propensity to drink followed by a 
desire to fight, and a nationalism that is both 
aggressive and xenophobic. 

The social life of the majority of young 
people is based around the pub, where drink- 
ing to excess is a central part of every week- 
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end. The more you drink and the less you can 
remember in the morning, the better the niglit 
must have been. 

While the French are among several coun- 
tries that have a higher alcohol intake than 
Britain, they generally drink wine accompa- 
nied by a meal. In Britain we often drink 
standing in crowded pubs with little or no 
food. As closing time approaches we speed 
up, hoping to get a couple more in before the 
bar shuts. 

From the school playground to football 
hooliganism, fighting is an integral part of the 
British way of life. Every year English hospi- 
tals have to deal with 10,000 serious facial 
injuries caused by bottles and glasses. One in 
three young men have a criminal conviction 
by the age of 21, a figure way beyond that of 
any other European country. While differ- 
ences in legal and enforcement agencies may 
account for this to some extent, this figure 
does signify a more violent and harsher soci- 
ety than most. 

“This is a culture that is used to fighting 
and has largely defined itself through fight- 
ing,” says Linda Colley in her book Britons. 
The stereotype of the Englishman throughout 
history has been of a short, stocky, and quite 
ugly working man seemingly quite prepared 
for a ruck. From John Bull to Winston 
Churchill, and even to our national mascot, 
the British Bulldog, the image is the same. 

Two hundred years of wars have helped 
shaped the nation we are. The fact that Britain 
has never lost a war in recent times, been 
under foreign occupation or suffered civilian 
casualties on the scale experienced in central 
Europe has only increased the romanticism of 
battle. It comes as no surprise then that in a 
Europe-wide poll reported in The Times in 
1991 over two-thirds of Britons remained 
only too willing to fight for their country, 
while fewer than half of other Europeans felt 
likewise. 

Linked to this aggressive drink and fight 
culture is another feature of our society: hos- 
tility towards intellectuals. If anything we 
glorify our stupidity. 

The widespread view of the British as prag- 
matic and sensible is simply a polite way of 
saying that we are not intellectuals. From 
school to the popular media, intellectuals are 
ridiculed. Hugh Grant’s bumbling character 
in the film Four Weddings and a Funeral is a 
perfect representative. His off-screen antics in 
Los Angeles have only reinforced this image 
of the easily embarrassed middle-class fool — 
the perpetual adolescent. This character lies 
comfortably alongside the tough working- 
class masculinity. 

Underpinning this cultural behaviour is our 
two-tier educational system. A minority are 
schooled to govern while the majority are 
educated to work. Despite some obvious 
changes in recent years, the basic divide con- 
tinues to exist. 

The second element to the events in France 
was a heavily aggressive and xenophobic 
nationalism. This has been a major feature of 
our identity since Britain emerged as a nation 
after the death of Elizabeth I and the succes- 
sion of the Scottish King James VI in 1603. 
(Wales had already been annexed earlier.) 
The Acts of Union in 1707 and 1801 formally 
established an English dominated nation. 

Two bloody rebellions tested the Union 
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during the 19th centu- 
ry, but there then fol- 
lowed a largely peace- 
ful coexistence. This 
was partly the result 
of a deliberate attempt 
by Queen Victoria to 
romanticise her (large- 
ly invented) Scottish 
roots, but more signif- 
icantly, peace was 
achieved with the 
emergence of a com- 
mon identity. 

Binding this new 
identity were several 
decades of war. 
England, Scotland and 
Wales bonded to 
oppose a__ hostile 
Other, initially France 
and more recently 
Germany. 

Cementing this 
bond was religion — 
Protestantism. It 
brought together peo- 
ple from every corner 
of Britain and united 
them against a com- 
mon enemy, Catholic 
Europe. “A powerful 
and persistently 
threatening France 
became the haunting 
embodiment of that 
Catholic Order which 
Britons had been 
taught to fear since the 
Reformation in the 
sixteenth century,” 
says Colley. “Con- 
fronting it encouraged 
them to bury their 
internal differences in 
the struggle for survival, victory and booty.” 

The feeling of superiority convinced many 
that the British were God’s chosen people, the 
true descendants of Israel. Time and again 
this was represented in common literature and 
music, with no better example that Blake’s 
Jerusalem. 

The nationalism was felt throughout soci- 
ety, though for different reasons. For the rich 
the obvious attraction of money and duty 
fuelled their support, while for the working 
class it was the benefits of food, employment 
and the prospects of a better future. In 
addition, the belief in superiority at least 
made them fell better than others. “They are 
proud of being English,” noted the French 
writer Jules Valles in 1884, “that’s enough. 
Without a shirt on their backs they find con- 
solation in seeing a scrap of bunting in the 
wind — a Union Jack; shoeless, they are happy 
to see the British lion with a globe beneath its 
paw.” 

In many ways this feeling of superiority 
was understandable. Industrialisation, 
Protestantism and Liberalism, the three pillars 
of a new age, had all been founded here. Then 
there was Britain’s military power, especially 
at sea, which had defeated every competitor 
around the world. Britain lay at the centre of 
every world map, the world’s longitude was 
calibrated from the Greenwich meridian, and 
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PEARCE IN OUR TIME 
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The press has sometimes played an ignominious role in 

stirring up the vilest kind of nationalism. Some of the hate 
headlines during the European cup led to serious assaults 
by mindless thugs on German students stydying in Britain 


Britain was the only country in the world 
which did not put its name on its stamps — the 
head of Queen Victoria was enough. 

This quickly gave rise to a feeling of invin- 
cibility. At the outbreak of the Falklands War 
Thatcher responded to a question on a possi- 
ble defeat by reciting Queen Victoria. 
“Failure?” she said in feigned outrage. “The 
possibility doesn’t exist.” 

This feeling of invincibility remains with 
us today and it was certainly evident in 
Marseille. In one of the most vicious periods 
of fighting, over 100 local Marseille hooli- 
gans, both black and white, tried unsuccess- 
fully to attack a group of at most 25 English 
fans. Four times they tried and four times 
they were repelled. Outnumbered at least four 
to one, and up against a group armed with 
bats, knives and bottles, the English, with a 
seemingly divine confidence in their own 
superiority, refused to run. 


Crisis of identity 
If Protestantism and Empire created a British 
identity, the postwar years have seen this dis- 
integrate. The United States replaced Britain 
as the world’s most powerful country, the 
Empire disappeared and the Church of 
England has lost much of the support and 
importance it once held. 

Compounding the problem for many has 


English fans rioting in 
Switzerland at a World 
Cup qualifying game in 
1981. Below: typical 
19th century image of 
the Englishman 


We go across to Europe, 
everyone hates us but at the 
same time everyone is wary 
of us. It’s a power position. 
It’s about getting respect. No 
one else is standing up for 
our country.” 

The man who did most to 
articulate this growing crisis 
of identity was Enoch 
Powell. “More than any 
other public figure he gave 
vent to a feeling of profound 
and irreconcilable loss; of 
empire, of personal identity, 
of ethnic belonging,” says 
Jonathon Rutherford in his 
book Forever England. “His 
sentimental evocation of an 
Old England provided him 
with a sense of belonging but 


The stereotype of the 
Englishman throughout 
history has been of a 
short, stocky, and quite 
ugly working man seem- 
ingly quite prepared for a 
ruck. From John Bull to 
Winston Churchill, and 
even our national mascot, 
the British Bulldog, the 
image is the same 


to a lesser extent Wales. Scottish 
nationalism has manifested itself in 
generally a progressive manner, being 
pro-European and an antidote to an 
English Conservative government. 
English nationalism has found no 
such radical expression. Many have 
become increasingly bitter and 
resentful of Britain’s decline of 
power, built as it is on a nostalgic 
view of the past and a self-denial that 


been the increasing emancipation of women 
and the arrival of black immigrants. The 
patriarchal view of family, with the man as 
the breadwinner, is no longer the norm. Many 
men have found this difficult to accept. 

In other circumstances these changes might 
have been overcome but the combination of 
our nationalist history and Britain’s declining 
economic fortune has created a crisis of iden- 
tity. The country that once ruled one-third of 
the earth is now a second-rate economic 
power. 

As the bonds that formed a British identity 
have begun to disintegrate, so regional identi- 
ties have re-emerged, notably in Scotland and 


is suffocating in the extreme. 

Many people in Britain, principally the 
English, have been unable to cope with the 
changing circumstances. The football hooli- 
gans in France were a microcosm of these 
people. “All this is about respect,” one hooli- 
gan said in Marseille. “No one takes the piss 
with England and gets away with it.” 

The English fans gathering outside a row of 
restaurants in Lille the night before the 
Columbia game and chanting at French 
families enjoying a meal: “If it wasn’t for the 
English you’d be Krauts”, represented this 
feeling of humiliation and resentment with 
Britain’s position. Another hooligan told me: 
“Tt’s just our way of getting our own back. 


it was a myth which required 
enemies to confirm its existence.” 

Continually reciting stories from alleged 
letters, he not only spoke the language of the 
majority, but presented it as though it was 
they, rather than himself, who had identified 
the problem of immigration. Increasingly 
marginalised within the Conservative Party, 
he transformed himself into the spokesman 
for “the people”. 

On 20 April 1968 Powell made his Rivers 
of Blood speech, in which he claimed that the 
British were increasingly “strangers in their 
own country ... It is like watching a nation 
busily engaged in heaping up its own funeral 
pyre.” He concluded: “As I look ahead, I am 
filled with foreboding. Like the Roman, I 
seem to see the river Tiber foaming with 
much blood.” 

Powell’s thoughts on race were propelled to 
the centre of political debate. Within days of 
making the speech he had received over 
100,000 letters. 

Powell had given a meaningful expression 
to many in society who felt increasingly inse- 
cure with their situation. While immigration 
was only one factor in this identity crisis, 
Powell exploited the residual nationalism, 
xenophobia and feeling of superiority that 
had driven so much of Britain’s imperial past. 
As one supporting docker told the press after 
Powell’s speech: “it made us proud to be 
British”. 

Immigrants were now the convenient 
enemy on which to blame far greater politi- 
cal, social and economic problems within 
society. 

Powell shaped politics for the next 20 
years. Despite being ostracised by the 
Conservative Party, Powell’s anti-immigrant 
and nationalist speeches did much to secure 
the Conservative election victory in 1970 by 
bringing in a new layer of English working- 
class supporters. However, quickly disillu- 
sioned by the moderation of the Heath gov- 
ernment, many of Powell’s supporters 
switched their allegiance to the National 
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English thugs in action in Birmingham 


Front during the mid-seventies. It was only 
when Thatcher echoed Powell’s sentiments 
on England and race that many moved back 
to the Conservative Party, where they 
remained for 20 years. 


Myth of the nostalgic past 


To create an identity it is generally important 
to establish myths of a nostalgic past. English 
and British nationalism are no exception. “All 
history is myth,” Powell told a Dublin audi- 
ence in 1964. “The greatest task of the states- 
man therefore is to offer his people good 
myths and to save them from harmful myths.” 
For Powell this meant creating the myth of 
the golden era of English history which 
was now being threatened by New 
Commonwealth immigration. 

More recently John Major attempted to 
evoke a similar image of a golden age when 
he spoke of his desire to reclaim an England 
of village cricket and warm beer. 

Of course these myths are simply that — 
myths. Britain has never been a homogeneous 
nation united in outlook and behaviour. The 
White Anglo-Saxon Protestant has always 
had to coexist alongside other races and reli- 
gions in Britain. Ask the third of the popula- 
tion in absolute poverty at the turn of the cen- 
tury about this golden age and they might be 
slightly surprised. 

As was so vividly displayed throughout the 
World Cup the image of St. George has 
returned to symbolise England. For 200 years 
this flag has been consigned to the cupboards 
as the establishment has striven to portray us 
as British. For years no one seemed to mind — 
certainly not the English fans who cheered on 
the 1966 World Cup team by waving the 
Union Jack. 

With the re-emergence of Scottish, and to a 
lesser extent Welsh, nationalism, St George is 
experiencing a renaissance as the English 
rediscover a new identity. What form this 
new English nationalism takes will greatly 
shape the next 20 years. 
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someone to fill the void. 
(Step forward Michael 
Portillo.) 

Whatever the merits of a 
single currency, a national- 
ism mobilised in opposi- 
tion will be a very danger- 
ous development. It will 
have severe repercussions 
on race relations, with 
racist and nationalist lan- 
guage increasingly being 
translated into violence on 
the street. 

A Labour Party con- 
vinced of the need to steal 
the Union flag from the 
Tories does nothing to help 
the situation. At the 1995 
Labour conference Tony 
Blair laid claim to One 
Nation, speaking of the 
British as: “Decent people. 
Good people. Patriotic peo- 
ple. These are our people 
... It is a new Britain. One 
Britain: the people united 


The likelihood of Scottish independence 
within a generation could well precipitate a 
nasty backlash within England. Just as the 
English suffered a crisis of identity after 1945 
far beyond that experienced by the Scots and 
the Welsh, so they are likely to fare negative- 
ly with the break-up of the Union. 

Already there are signs of growing resent- 
ment towards increased Scottish indepen- 
dence. Politicians of all political persuasions 
are beginning to question the money given to 
the Scots, and whether Scottish MPs should 
vote on English matters — the so-called West 
Lothian question. 

For all the pro-Union talk within the 
Conservative Party some on the right are pri- 
vately seeing a window of opportunity. 
Without the constraints of pandering to a 
“left-leaning” electorate in Scotland and 
Wales, a Conservative Party consisting of, 
and appealing to, English voters would be far 
more radical. Coupled with the possibility of 
proportional representation, the chance of a 
new English nationalist movement emerging 
from within the Conservative Party cannot be 
ruled out, and as was evident by Powellism 
and Thatcherism there is a large residue of 
support for such a political organisation. 

While Powell rallied his supporters around 
immigration, and Thatcher around union 
power and the fear of communism, a new 
English nationalism is likely to focus on the 
European Union and more specifically the 
single currency, the new Other. For many on 
the Tory right this is already the crucial test of 
the Hague leadership. If he reneges on his 
policy on the single currency then the 
Conservative Party will split. 

While Labour courts the City, they might 
find it difficult to convince the majority of the 
electorate of the benefits of the single curren- 
cy. Fuelled by a hostile national press, many 
cannot see Europe as anything other than a 
hostile enemy. Just as Powell by-passed the 
political establishment to appeal directly to 
the people, so the opportunity exists for 


by shared values and 
shared aims.” 

Two years later Peter 
Mandelson underlined the Labour Party’s 
love for Great Britain by parading a Bulldog 
draped in a Union Jack. 

Blair and Mandelson were pandering to the 
notion of Britain as a unified concept, a patri- 
otic race which has only done good in the 
world. Yet this is not the reality of modern, or 
even old, Britain. It denies the ethnic plural- 
ism that has always been present in our 
nation, to say nothing of regionalism and 
class separation. 

This aggressive nationalism has attached 
itself to the England team since 1980 when 
fans rioted in Luxembourg. With police 
increasingly controlling hooliganism inside 
English stadiums and football itself becoming 
increasingly middle-class, international foot- 
ball has become their haven. “If people here 
don’t like it they can fuck off back to their 
homes and watch it on telly,” one hooligan 
told The Guardian. While it is possible that 
increased powers of restriction and a chang- 
ing composition of English supporters abroad 
might dilute this behaviour in the future, see- 
ing the problem as simply football-related 
will not solve anything, bar increasing the 
marketability of football. 

To combat a resurgent English nationalism 
a new identity needs to be created, one that 
encompasses different cultures, traditions and 
behaviour within society. Alongside that an 
inclusive economic environment benefiting 
everyone in society must be established. 
There is much to be proud of in England, 
from regional diversity to youth culture. And 
even on the question of ethnic diversity, so 
long the pariah of English nationalism, 
England boasts a multiculturalism that despite 
its continuing problems is unmatched any- 
where in Europe. 

While we should not forget the past, we 
cannot be held hostage by it. Redefining a 
new identity that is devoid of myths, shallow 
spin-doctored catch-phrases, and hatred of 
Others must be a priority for all who oppose 
everything Burnley Man stood for. 


Pressure mounts for answers in Fiore affair 


| ast month Searchlight returned to one 
of our longest campaigns, to bring to 
justice the fugitive Italian far-right 
terrorists Roberto Fiore and Massimo 
Morsello. 

Little appears to have changed since 1982, 
when the Italians’ presence in Britain was 
first revealed, despite the election of New 
Labour last year. It remains near impossible 
to get any response to questions on this mat- 
ter from the Home Office or the Prime 
Minister’s Downing Street press office. 

It has been a public scandal since the late 
1980s that these terrorists, who have made 
themselves into millionaires in London 
through a series of accommodation, employ- 
ment and travel agencies, language schools 
and the property market, are secretly spon- 
sored, protected and formerly employed by 
none other than the British Intelligence 
Services. 

The government is facing a difficult dilem- 
ma over the public demand for Fiore’s extra- 
dition by the head of DIGOS, the Italian anti- 
terrorist squad, which holds a warrant for his 
arrest for organising and financially control- 
ling the neo-nazi Hammerskin terror outfit 
across western and eastern Europe. When 
Searchlight spoke to Scotland Yard’s press 
bureau last month, it was easy to detect an air 
of relief that this was not their problem, 
although all they were prepared to say on the 
record was that they had no involvement in 
the matter of Mr Fiore. 

The Home Office claimed that it was not 
their policy or practice to talk about any 
requests for extradition other than the one 
that failed in the early 1980s. 

Downing Street tried to wriggle, losing 
faxes with our written questions not once but 
twice, and in the end refusing to make any 
comment at all other than that we should 
speak to Scotland Yard and the Home Office. 
We emphasised to the Prime Minister’s press 
officers that we were looking for a comment 
on the political aspect of the story, not just the 
legal or criminal elements. Searchlight’s edi- 
tor, Gerry Gable, pointed out that Alastair 
Campbell, Tony Blair’s senior press minder, 
had once worked with us on stories about 
Fiore, when he was a Mirror journalist. Still 
no response. It was only later in the day that 
we realised Campbell was appearing before a 
Parliamentary committee to answer some 
rather pointed questions about his vigorous 
defence of New Labour’s relationship, even if 
indirect, with certain Italian business interests 
that include criminal elements, some of 
whom just happen to be fascists as well. 

At least one Searchlight subscriber has 
taken the matter up with two Labour MEPs, 
Richard Balfe and Michael Elliott. Balfe had 
promised our reader nine years ago that he 
would do everything in his power to get Fiore 
deported. Now that Labour is in power, he 
should insist that the government act. 

Michael Elliott, who sits on the European 
Parliament’s Civil Liberties Committee, 
wrote to the Home Office at once and the 
Labour MP Clive Soley has also stated that 
he has taken the matter up. Other MEPs and 
MPs are likely to follow. 

After being given the runaround by 


Searchlight’s questions to the Security Services 


1. Do the British Security Services intend 
to cooperate with its Italian colleagues in 
the matter of Fiore’s current activities? 


2. Although we accept there may have been 
excellent reasons for the original recruit- 
ment and use of these individuals, why 
have they been given ongoing licence to 
operate outside the law? 


3. With reference to Fiore’s remarks that 
his passport was returned by the Home 
Office recently, does this mean that it 


Whitehall, Searchlight decided to try to find 
out exactly what was going on by approach- 
ing the Security Services via the Home and 
Foreign Offices. We were asked to fax our 
questions. The Home Office replied as we 
went to press promising a response after our 
printing deadline. So far we have not heard 
from the Foreign Office. 

Our questions (see panel) were designed to 


was seized but your department might 
have assisted him in getting it back? 


4. Is the presence in Britain of Fiore, a con- 
victed terrorist currently wanted for 
crimes of violence, conducive to the 
public interest? 


5. In the spirit of the new openness about 
Britain’s security services, are the 
Security Services prepared at least to 
supply a brief quotable reply on the 
above matters? 


identify the issues we believe to be at the core 
of this ongoing scandal. Readers are invited 
to make similar representations to their own 
MEPs and MPs. 

Last month we reported that, despite the 
widespread Italian television and press cover- 
age, not a single publication in Britain, other 
than Searchlight, had followed the story up. 


Above: Fugitive from Italian justice: Roberto Fiore, 1982. Below: Fiore six years 
later as successful London businessman, bearded in his den by a Searchlight 
television co-production team 


As we go to press, this remains the case. 
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Trading places 


here is an unmistakable swagger of 
T confidence within the British National 

Party at present, a self-belief that the 
party is on the verge of breaking out of the 
political wilderness. Whether this will ever 
happen remains to be seen, but optimism 
there is. The BNP’s recent recruitment of the 
entire West Midlands branch of the National 
Democrats and of Wayne Ashcroft, a leading 
figure within the National Front, has been 
paraded as the beginning of nationalist unity, 
the lack of which has for so long impeded the 
growth of the BNP. In addition, an intellectu- 
al drive has started stirring within the party, 
as illustrated by the emergence of Dr Mark 
Deavin, a student at Leeds University and 
later the London School of Economics. 

However all is not quite what it appears. As 
fast as some people are joining the organisa- 
tion, others seem to be leaving. 

In what appears to be a dramatic volte face, 
Deavin, Griffin’s close associate, has aligned 
himself with the revisionist historian David 
Irving. According to Irving’s own Internet 
site, Deavin’s forthcoming book, Macmillan’s 
Hidden Agenda, is to be published by Irving’s 
own Focal Point publishing outfit. 

Given Griffin’s public dislike for Irving, 
this decision seems strange. In issue 11 of the 
pro-BNP magazine The Rune, Griffin 
ridiculed Irving’s acceptance that four million 
Jews died in the Nazi death camps. Not that 
this criticism will unduly worry Irving. 
Searchlight understands that the feeling of 
dislike is mutual. 

So does Irving’s decision to publish 
Deavin’s book represent a coming together of 


Irving and the BNP? It seems unlikely, espe- 
cially when Irving’s own assessment of 
Deavin is considered. “After a brief flirtation 
with right-wing politics he has settled down 
to become a leading historian of the Harold 
Macmillan era.” 

A brief flirtation with right-wing politics? 
Are we now led to believe that Deavin has 
seen the errors of his ways and broken his 
links with Griffin and the BNP? 

Deavin’s absence from Griffin’s trial for 
The Rune added to the intrigue. Despite 
promising to put in an appearance Deavin 
was nowhere to be seen, which surprised 
many observers considering his close rela- 
tionship with Griffin. 

If Deavin has broken with the BNP then 
this really is startling news. Since his defec- 
tion from the anti-European UK Indepen- 
dence Party, Deavin has been a central figure 
in the BNP’s modernisation programme. He 
has tried to instil an intellectual current within 
the organisation and has been responsible for 
much of its more thorough research. 

The highlight of his period in the BNP was 
the publication Mindbenders. Produced with 
Griffin, it claims to expose Jewish control of 
the media by listing everyone within the 
industry of Jewish descent. 

It was only last year that Deavin was telling 
undercover reporters from The Cook Report 
of his dedication to the cause. “I could get a 
job and be a lecturer you know, lead a normal 
career, a normal life. But I believe in my peo- 
ple, I believe in my country, and I want to 
fight for the preservation, the survival of my 
race.” 


BNP “intellectual” Dr Mark Deavin 


Whether this is a volte face or merely a 
political manoeuvre to get his book published 
remains to be seen. He has already lost one 
academic post as a result of his nazi politics; 
perhaps he realises that he will find it hard to 
get another while he remains so publicly 
active. Only time will tell. 

Meanwhile Searchlight awaits his book 
with interest. Described by Irving as extraor- 
dinary reading, it unmasks Harold Macmillan 
— from the beginning of his political career 
back in the 1920s — as a dedicated interna- 
tionalist and Soviet sympathiser. Macmillan a 
secret KGB spy? The plot thickens. 


Wayne’s away? 


r Nhe May issue of the British National 
Party publication Spearhead 
announced that Wayne Ashcroft was 

joining the party from the National Front. The 

former NF youth organiser and West 

Midlands regional organiser had decided to 

throw his lot in with Nick Griffin. 

“Those of us with experience in nationalist 
politics who have learned from our past mis- 
takes must now contribute our experience and 
abilities to the urgent task that lies before us,” 
wrote Ashcroft, “the creation of a nationalist 
mass movement. Our failure to do so will 
spell the doom of the British people. 

“The BNP does provide the foundation 
upon which a mass nationalist movement can 
be built. It is the only solid foundation 
available.” 

The BNP thanked Ashcroft for his thought- 
ful analysis of the present position of nation- 
alism in Britain, and obviously hoped he 
would be followed by many other NF sup- 
porters and the eventual disbanding of the NF 
itself. 

That has not happened and is unlikely to 
happen. The NF is refusing to play the BNP 
unity game, realising that the BNP simply 
wants a monopoly of the right. While the 
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Ashcroft (holding papers) indulging in a bit of bigotry 


against Roma refugees in Dover 


NF’s activities, such as the anti-IRA demon- 
stration along Whitehall in May, are attended 
by derisory numbers, it has seen a new influx 
of members. This development was rein- 
forced by the NF gig held in the West 
Midlands in June, where sections of the 
Blood and Honour movement seemed to be 
moving over to the party. 

Ashcroft’s split from the NF owed more to 


internal friction than 
to a positive decision 
to join the BNP. 
Others in the NF 
increasingly despised 


him, not least the 
London criminal and 
national activities 
organiser Terry 
Blackham. 


There is also confu- 
sion over Ashcroft’s 
exact position, 
because he is now 
telling people that 
while he has left the 
NF he has not become 
an activist with the 
BNP. More interest- 
ingly he claims that 
his Spearhead article 
was doctored by 
Griffin and appeared in nothing like the for- 
mat in which it was presented. 

Whether Ashcroft is simply trying to cover 
his back or Griffin has been up to his old 
tricks again remains to be seen. What is clear 
is that the BNP’s present euphoria over an 
influx of high profile recruits is being tem- 
pered by continuing defections and internal 
squabbles. 


news 


from 
the 


Give the man a big hand 


ob Gertner, British National Party 
B activist and would-be 007, who turns 

up at Jewish functions to spy on 
participants, wrote to the the Press 
Complaints Commission to complain that, 
possibly because of an article about him, 
accompanied by a photo, in Searchlight 
earlier this year, he had been assaulted by a 
number of men who were likely to be Jews, 
judging by their appearance, whatever that 
may mean. 

He said his hand was broken in two places 
and he suffered severe bruising to the back of 
his legs. 

The PCC gave him the short shrift he 
deserved. If publications got hauled over the 
coals every time they printed a photo of some 
nazi toe-rag, the PCC would be knee deep in 
complaints. 

As to Géertner’s imagined idea that 
Searchlight can whistle up a small army from 
the Community Security Trust, an organisa- 
tion that exists solely to defend and 
protect the Jewish community, he is 
way off beam. Clearly he has spent 
too many evenings sitting up late 
reading his well thumbed copy of the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 


Neither instant nor 
responsive 


Colin Smith, the BNP ne’er-do-well 
from east and south London — he 
appears to live in several places at 
once — came up with the idea that the 
BNP needed an Instant Response 
Group. For Joe Public it is supposed to be a 
team of men who can pop up at a few min- 
utes’ notice to hand out leaflets, etc. 
Searchlight readers will know that this is 
code for the heavy mob who tour areas of 
BNP activity terrorising local people. 

After the drubbing that the people of east 
London gave the retiring BNP boss John 
Tyndall and his minders last September, the 
BNP decided to try to turn the tables last 
month. Ten stalwarts were stuck in the back 
of a large van waiting for the signal to go into 
action if opposition turned up. It did, giving a 
few BNP minders out on the street a welcome 
present from the people of the East End and 
chasing former BNP councillor Derek 
Beackon up the road. Beackon’s long awaited 
return to activity was very short lived. A 
small and somewhat podgy man, he managed 
to leap over an eight foot high wire fence like 
a scared rat, only to find himself trapped and 
turned into a living coconut shy. 


WHY ARE EVEN BLACK PEOPLE 
VOTING BNP THIS TIME? 


—] ASIAN RACIAL ATTACKS 

They know that all the other parties are so busy chasing the Asian vote that they won't 
even mention the shocking wave of Asian racial attacks on innocent non-Muslims — 
whether black, white or Sikhs and Hindus. So they certainly won't do anything about them. 
Only British National Party councillors will pressure the police to take action to break up 
the gangs and stop the violence. And only BNP councillors will insist that the council uses 
its legal powers to evict those found guilty of racial violence to kick out the Asian thugs 
who victimise their neighbours simply because they are black or white. 


GRANTS FOR VOLUNTARY RESETTLEMENT 

They know that British National Party councillors are pledged to help to ease the housing 
shortage and give black people the right to choose by making funds available to help local 
black residents who want to leave Britain and move to their homelands in the Caribbean 
BNP activists have already taken part in joint demonstrations with black people who want 
toleave Britain, but who have found that the Government won't help them to achieve their 
dream. By helping to elect BNP councillors, black voters will be doing something really 
positive to ensure that money will be available for those of your community who want to 
leave a Britain riddled with hypocritical, institutionalised racism. Let's face it: virtually no 
white people really like having large numbers of coloured people over here, the only 
difference about the BNP is that we're honest enough to say so to your face. Do you really 
prefer the liberal creeps who hide their hostility until your backs are tumed? 


RETURN TO TRADITIONAL SCHOOLING 

They know that the BNP is pledged to take a new broom to the local education system, 
and to sweep out the trendy teachers who refuse to exert discipline, or to teach the three- 
R's properly. These left-wing mind-benders are betraying all our children toa sub-standard 
education, which will make them vulnerable to unemployment and related problems, such 
as crime and drug-taking, 


So there you are. The three reasons why some members of the black community 
will be voting BNP in the forthcoming council elections. If you agree that they 
make sense, remember that the ballot is completely secret. So join them, vote 
BNP and give the British National Party the chance to deal honestly with the real 
problems which affect black and white alike. 

P&p BNP, PO. Box 300, Emma Street, London E2 7BZ 


Above: the 
phantom BNP 
leaflet. Left: 
Colin Smith in 
the days when 
he wore his 
politics on his 
sleeve 


Ken Francis, 
the local organiser, 
F| was seen shouting 
his head off in the 
middle of the street for the Instant Response 
Group to leap into action. Not one of them 
moved from the van. Bystanders who wit- 
nessed the events phoned us to say that the 
local people who saw off the nazis numbered 
no more than nine, while the nazis had over 
30 present. The big question now is whose 
head will roll for this one. 

When not playing at being a military 
commander, Smith is busy tampering with 
justice. He attended Nick Griffin’s trial earlier 
this year and showed the court a leaflet 
which, he claimed, showed that the BNP was 
not racist, as the leaflet was directed towards 
black people in a friendly manner. On oath he 
failed to say that the leaflet was conjured up 
especially for the case and had never been 
distributed. The word perjury springs to 
mind. Still, what more could one expect 
from a former swastika-bearing member of 
the nazi British Movement, before he bought 
a suit. 


That's no lady that’s the 
Queen of Scotland 


Searchlight readers may recall how, in an 
effort to stir things up even further in the 
dying days of convicted killer Charles 
Sargent’s stewardship of Combat 18, the 
security services set up a second smokescreen 
body called the British National Socialist 
Party, based in Suffolk. 

Membership lists of the main British nazi 
and fascist groups, and few smaller ones, had 
come into the hands of MIS as a result of 
raids on fascists, a daylight raid by C18 mem- 
bers on the BNP national administrator’s 
home, and from C18’s files passed on by their 
agent, Sargent. The lists were passed to a per- 
son calling herself Lady Athena McHugh, 
who set out to entrap far-right activists and 
mugs into the BNSP. 

The operation flopped very quickly and to 
add to the BNP’s problems it turned out that 
McHugh had been the East Anglia BNP 
organiser until they discovered “she” was in 
fact a “he” and “he” had, at the least, family 
connections to some people on the far left. 

Recently the media in Scotland became 
aware of a woman purporting to be the long 
lost Queen of Scotland. As one journalist told 
Searchlight, “I've heard of a five o’clock 
shadow, but in this case it was more like mid- 
night”. McHugh’s bristly countenance was 
neither regal or feminine and after a few half- 
hearted denials she copped a plea of “yes I 
was once a man and no I was never a nazi”. 
Searchlight was quickly on the scene with 
evidence to show that her second statement 
was a lie; she then told the media she had run 
the BNSP but was not a racist. Adolf must be 
spinning in his grave. 


That’s no lady McHugh 
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orwegian history is stained by 
N= of the worst examples of 

pro-Nazi collaboration in occu- 
pied Europe, namely the shameful 
puppet regime of the Nasjonal 
Samling (NS) and its leader Vidkun 
Quisling, whose name is today synony- 
mous with treachery. 


The shame of NS aid to Hitler’s occupying 
Nazis is the greater because of the heroic 
resistance of many Norwegians, who main- 
tained radio contact with Britain, sheltered 
Allied airmen and agents and carried out 
effective strategic sabotage of the Nazi war 
effort by sinking ships, destroying transport 
and communications and conducting bitter 
armed guerrilla struggle, including assassina- 
tions, against the Nazi invaders. 

While their compatriots battled the Nazis to 
the point where, in 1945, a nation of slightly 
fewer than four million people was pinning 
down more than 350,000 Wehrmacht and SS 
troops, a small, but significant, minority of 
more than 15,000 Norwegians did the exact 
opposite, throwing in their lot with the Nazi 
barbarians, helping their brutal rule in 
Norway and fighting weapons in hand for the 
Third Reich in several theatres of war. 

These Norwegian fascists who proudly 
wore the SS runes never renounced their 
struggle and continue it today, disguising 
themselves as Norwegian “patriots” and 
wrapping themselves in the Norwegian flag. 

Fascism in Norway has not profited much 
since the Second World War. There are still 
too many people alive who remember the 
Nazi occupation and know only too well who 
resisted and who wore German uniform. 
These memories have been the biggest barrier 
to the success of any postwar fascist or nazi 
organisation in Norway. 

To redress this situation, which subjects the 
current nazi scene in Norway to universal 
ridicule, not least by modern German nazis, 
history has to be rewritten to make the efforts 
of Norway’s wartime nazis legitimate, 
respectable and credible. The vehicle for this 
unsavoury effort is a little-known organisa- 
tion, called the Institute for Norwegian 
Occupation History (INO). 

Six years ago, Searchlight’s international 
network dramatically exposed the activities 
of a shadowy international of former SS men, 
the Kameradenwerk Korps Steiner (KKS), 
and its links with present-day nazis. 

In recent months, Searchlight’s Norwegian 
sister magazine, Monitor, has mounted a sim- 
ilar exercise, investigating the background 
and activities of the INO, and the still active 
wartime nazis who stand behind it, uncover- 
ing here too the handiwork of the sinister 
KKS. ; 

In the INO, approval of revisionism and 
“understanding” of Quisling’s collaboration 
with the invading Nazis runs in tandem with 
antisemitism and fulsome approval of right- 
wing extremist, racist politics. 


Whitewashing history 


INO’s real history began straight after the war 
when former members of the Norwegian Nazi 
Party, the Nasjonal Samling (NS) formed a 
network of veterans’ clubs in a bid to salvage 
something from their shattered organisation 
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Quisling’s 


heirs 


Norway's wartime Nazi collaborators and Waffen-SS officers 
are grabbing their last chance to pass on the torch of national 
socialism to the latest generation of right-wing youth with a 
well organised and financed programme to whitewash the 
past. This feature is abridged from a special investigation by 
Searchlight ’s Norwegian sister publication, Monitor. 


and discredited ideology. One of these nazis, 
the teacher Nils Vikdal, produced the dupli- 
cated newssheet Skolenytt (School News), 
which later turned into Folk og Land (People 
and Country), which is still published today. 

The campaign to clear the names of traitors 
was organised through the Sambandet for 
Sosialoppreisning (Union for Social 
Rehabilitation). Because. the organisation’s 
prime aim was to overturn treason verdicts, 
the old nazi network steered clear of active 
involvement in everyday politics in Norway, 
but maintained very close links with the post- 
war international fascist network. 

Fascist luminaries including the Swedish 
nazi Per Engdahl, the Austrian former SS 
commando Otto Skorzeny and the Belgian SS 
general Leon Degrelle were good friends of 
the Norwegian wartime traitors. At the same 
time, Union members participated secretly in 
international nazi assemblies, including the 
so-called Malm6é International and _ its 


Quisling being led away after being 
sentenced to death for murder, 
treason and theft. Immediately after 
his execution the effort to whitewash 
his reputation began 


European Social Movement offshoot. 
Norwegian nazi exiles in Sweden and South 
America were also to be found helping out 
with cash and political links. 

These nazis, waiting for better days, 
received their first genuine good news in two 
decades when, in the 1960s, a new generation 
of right-wing extremists emerged. Some were 
ultra-liberal and right-wing radicals who later 
drifted into political passivity or joined con- 
formist ultra right-wing parties such as the 
Fremskrittspartiet (Progress Party). 

Others, the “activists”, had a bigger agen- 
da; men such as Erik Rune Hansen, leader of 
Norges _Nasjonalsosialistiske | Bevegelse 
(NNSB), formerly Zorn 88, and Erik Bliicher, 
formerly the leader of the nazi Norsk Front 
(Norwegian Front) and today a big wheel in 
the merchandising of nazi hate music. Many 
INO supporters are today members of the 
nazi Norges Patriotiske Enhetsparti (NPE), 
led by Knut Westland. 

In the office of the Union for Social 
Rehabilitation, young fascists received politi- 
cal training and encouragement from the old 
guard. Supervising this training were Orvar 
Sether, former chief of staff of the 
Norwegian nazi militia, and Odd Melsom, the 
former editor of the nazi wartime newspaper 
Fritt Folk. 

By 1975, the Union for Social 
Rehabilitation was replaced by the INO. 
Some of the wartime nazis stayed with 
Bliicher, while others worked through other 
extreme right-wing pressure groups. 
Generally, however, the old wartime nazis 
agreed with and shared Bliicher’s dreams of 
parliamentary success. 

However, one event dramatically deepened 
the rifts between the generations. A Norsk 
Front member, Petter Kristian Kyvik, bombed 
the 1976 May Day demonstration in Oslo, 
forcing the INO to renounce Bliicher and 
deny its role as political “nanny” to the 
younger nazis. 

Since then, the old nazis have kept a low 
profile towards the younger extremists. 
Nevertheless, they crop up on the election 
lists of hard-core racist and anti-immigration 
organisations such as Hvit Valgallianse, the 
Fedrelandspartiet or the Nasjonaldemo- 
kratene. SS veteran Arne Grgnlund Borgir 
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Inger Cecilie Stridsklev: a scientist whose mission is to make revisionism 
respectable. Right top: Stridsklev’s report which claims that German attacks 
were liquidations perpetrated by the Norwegian resistance. Right: Stridsklev 
claims that the NS was not antisemitic. The cover of a book by the NS’s 
propaganda chief, Halldis Ostbye, speaks for itself. Below: SS veteran Knut 
Baardseth, leader of the foundation for Norwegian Occupation History. 
Baardseth spent a long time fighting for the Nazis on the Eastern Front 


was the leader of one such organisation, 
rejoicing in the name “Help the foreigners 
home, or we’ ll lose our country”. 

Despite the nazis’ strenuous efforts to nur- 
ture a new generation, the 1980s was a dis- 
tressing time. The circulation of Folk og land 
plummeted and the INO’s financial situation 
was so dismal that, by the beginning of the 
1990s, it had to sell its shabby premises in 
Oslo’s east end for only £12,000. 

Then, suddenly, something happened. The 
wartime nazi Rolf Ingebrigtsen gave the nazis 
access to property he owned in Tiedemanns- 
gate, in one of Oslo’s most expensive areas, 


the city’s fashionable west end. Ingebrigtsen 
had inherited the premises from his extremely 
antisemitic uncle Eugene Nilsen. After 
Ingebrigtsen’s death, his widow let the INO 
stay in the premises. The INO is apparently 
still based there, both as a membership organ- 
isation, with Age Berg as leader, and as a 
foundation called Norsk Okkupasjonshistorie 
(NOH), led by the former Waffen-SS man 
Knut Baardseth. 


Revisionist crucible 


In the early 1990s, the NOH began handing 
out scholarships to students researching the 
war, while the INO intensified its revisionist 
quest by fostering contact with writers who 
gave its version of Norwegian history. There 
are now several books on the market present- 
ing nazi facts and conclusions, many carrying 
the evident fingerprints of the INO. 

After a long career in publishing, the INO 
activist Einar Rustad arranged the publication 
of Quisling’s book Russland og vi (Russia 
and ourselves). The fact that it had a preface 
by the distinguished history professor Hans 
Fredrik Dahl — now a defender of David Irving 
— gave the INO a huge propaganda boost. 

Another book published through the efforts 
of the INO is Refleksjoner etter 50 adr 
(Reflections after 50 years) by Hans Gervik, 
Although, the literary quality of the book is 


Likvidasjoner i Norge 
1941 - 1945 


Hvor mange ble ryddet av veien av 
norsk motstandsbevegelse? 


ISDENES RIG 
abysmal, it is another attempt to rewrite 
Norway’s wartime history. 

The history of the NS’s antisemitism 
remains the central problem for these fascists. 
In addition to claiming that German attacks 
and general warfare were liquidations perpe- 
trated by the Norwegian resistance, the INO’s 
self-proclaimed “scientist” from Skien, Dr 
Inger Cecilie Stridsklev, exerts herself franti- 
cally to whitewash the NS. She also recently 
claimed that the NS was not antisemitic, 
asserting that Quisling actually “saved” Jews. 
Anyone seriously reading NS publications 
from after 1935 can only consider the NS to 
have been a virulently antisemitic party. 

One of the most extreme exponents of anti- 
semitism in the NS was Mrs Halldis Neegard 
Ostbye, editor of the NS-magazine Fritt Folk 
(Free people) and the party’s propaganda 
leader. In her book Jgdenes krig (The Jews’ 
War) she claimed the Jews were responsible 
for the world’s wrongs. 


The new generation 


As time goes by, the old Quislings become 
fewer, weakened by age and sickness. They 
are now seeking worthy inheritors. At the 
start of the 1990s, they recognised this press- 
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Alte Kameraden 


A myriad of veterans’ associations exist for 
former Waffen-SS members. The 
Kameradenwerk Korps Steiner (KKS) is one 
of the more clandestine of these associa- 
tions, in its own eyes, the elite among for- 
mer SS men. The KKS organises those who 
fought under SS general Felix Steiner, one 
of Hitler’s favourites. 

In 1951, German SS veterans formed the 
organisation HIAG, led by the former SS 
generals Paul Hausser and Herbert Gille 
together with Steiner. HIAG became a very 
successful lobbying group for Germany’s 
most dedicated Nazi soldiers, organising a 
service to search for missing soldiers and a 
very strong relief fund. 

One of its biggest successes came when 
the German government awarded former 
Waffen SS men official war pensions, with 
an additional backdating payment for the 
period from the day the war ended. HIAG, 
now dissolved, published the magazine Der 
Freiwillige, which was full of militaristic 
nostalgia. The cover of the magazine was 
always in the red, black and white of 
national socialism, leaving no doubt about 
its politics. 

The KKS was formed when Steiner died 
in 1966. It soon had members in Germany, 
Scandinavia and elsewhere in Europe. The 
highlight in the KKS calendar is its three- 
day reunion in Germany every other April 
but KKS members have also attended the 
annual nazi rallies in Diksmuide, Belgium. 

The KKS has been linked to groups such 
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Several contributors to the revisionist 
magazine Alternativt Samfunn have 
links with other extreme right groups 


ing problem and tried to resolve it by running 
historical discussion groups for young people 
through the INO’s youth officer, Helge 
Seether. 

The children of wartime Norwegian nazis 
were badly treated, being held responsible for 
their parents’ crimes. Some of them formed 
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Felix Steiner was one of Hitler’s 
favourite generals. The soldiers who 
fought under him run their own 
organisation with close connections 
to violent nazi skinheads 


as the banned Wiking Jugend in Germany, 
the Swedish nazi terrorist gang Vitt Ariskt 
Motstand, nazis in South America, and Erik 
Bliicher’s former Norsk Front and Jack Erik 
Kjuus’s Hvit Valgallianse in Norway. 

The organisation’s membership and con- 


the Foreningen av norske NS-barn (the Union 
for Norwegian NS children) and explicitly 
rejected the INO, working instead as a sup- 
port group for those struggling with the con- 
sequences of their parents’ choices. To rival 


this group, which it cannot control, the INO ~ 


formed its own “children’s group” led by the 
ubiquitous Stridsklev. 

Last October, the old guard met to honour 
Quisling’s memory at Stridsklev’s home. 
Stridsklev takes part in all SS veterans’ cele- 
brations, wearing both an original NS mem- 
ber’s badge and a star of David! 

At these gatherings, she hands out her invi- 
tations for “meetings of friends” of the NS 
children and urges old nazis to invite the 
young. Reportedly, recordings of old Nazi 
speeches are played and Nazi songs heard and 
sung. Those taking part get free literature: 
Gjallarhorn, the magazine of the NNSB, is 
mailed to them from Poland. 

A key cash contributor to the INO’s efforts 
among NS children is Petter Kahrs, who lives 
in Argentina and has made large donations to 
the “meetings of friends”. Kahrs, no ordinary 
Norwegian expatriate, is the son of the 
wartime Nazi and SS officer Sofus Kahrs. 

Sofus Kahrs escaped from imprisonment 
and left with ten other traitors for a life in 
Argentina’s Norwegian nazi colony. Petter 
Kahrs has defended his father’s actions dur- 
ing the war in newspaper interviews, describ- 
ing SS volunteers as “men fighting for what 
they believed in”. 

In a newspaper debate about the INO’s NS 
children related “meeting of friends”, a for- 
mer participant described the INO as “vam- 
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Aus dem 
Inhalt 


The magazine of the SS veterans, 
the cover of which always bears the 
red, white and black colours of 
national socialism 


tact list, obtained by Searchlight, was found 
to contain the names of several hundred for- 
mer SS men together with details of their 
former service and current addresses. The 
list included 78 Norwegians, with Arild 
Elsodd from Sandefjord featuring promi- 
nently as leader of the Norwegian branch. 
Persons intimately connected with the 
Institute for Norwegian Occupation History 
are also on the list. 


pires sucking blood from their children”. 
However, other, more political, forces are 
waiting to reap Quisling’s harvest. 

A range of nazi groups and circles is com- 
peting to inherit the mantle of the wartime 
nazis. Among them are the people around the 
magazine Alternativt Samfunn, and _ the 
Norges Patriotiske Enhetsparti (NPE), led by 
Knut Westland. 

The INO is wise enough to not to put all its 
eggs in one basket. The NPE is the biggest 
contender and Westland, an INO member, is a 
busy man. A _ serving captain in the 
Norwegian army’s supply corps, he was a 


’ founder of the notorious racist FMI (Peoples 


movement against immigration). 

Westland is considered an oddball but his 
NPE has supporters from the old INO circles, 
and some former members of the now defunct 
nazi Norsk Front/Nasjonalt Folkeparti, as 
well some from the current NNSB. 

While promoting aggressive nationalism, 
the NPE’s political programme does not 
openly advocate racial theories and white 
supremacy, but is full of uncompromising 
resistance to immigration. In an “ABC for 
young patriots” the NPE writes under the 
headline “Who is against us?”: “Our real ene- 
mies, those who are also directly and indirect- 
ly behind immigration to Norway and 
Europe, those managing the international 
banking and finance world ... It is those peo- 
ple who are behind the so-called money-mar- 
ket, living off speculations and usury. We 
refer to them with the common title 
‘bankers’.” 

The parallels to Nazi anti-Jewish hate pro- 


paganda are inescapable. For the old guard, 
this attempt to make the nazi message accept- 
able is very welcome and Westland gets a lot 
of credit from them for his efforts. 

In the small town of Elverum sits 
Westland’s main rival for credibility, cash and 
the old nazi franchise. From his bunker, Even 
Lorch-Falch publishes a weird magazine 
called Alternativt Samfunn (Alternative 
Society). It includes contributions by racists 
such as Olav Hoaas, rabid historical revision- 
ists such as Ola Misver and, more signifi- 
cantly, the wartime Norwegian NS propagan- 
da chief in Oslo, @rnulf Myklestad. 

Another eager author is Rolv Olsen from 
Tolga, former editorial secretary of Folk og 
land. He is an ardent defender of the Nazis 
and carries out research on the sole instance 
of fighting between the Norwegian Waffen 
SS and the Norwegian resistance in Eggedal 
during the war. He brags about alleged meet- 
ings of the INO with veterans of the wartime 
resistance veterans, probably referring to the 
well known opponent of immigration and 
would-be parliamentarian, Erik Gjems 
Onstad. Onstad, who was indeed in the resis- 
tance, has also acted as a defence lawyer for a 
number of extreme-right criminals. 


The statistics of occupation 


NS members during the war 
Norwegian volunteers for Waffen SS 


of whom only 23 survived 


40,000 
15,000 


of whom 7,000 were sent to the Eastern Front 

Norwegian Waffen SS killed on the Eastern Front 

Norwegians investigated after 1945 for collaboration 

of whom 45,000 convicted and 25 sentenced to death 

Norwegians arrested for resistance 1940-45 

of whom 9,000 sent to concentration camps (1,400 killed in camps) 
Norwegian Jews sent to concentration camps 


700 
92,000 


50,000 © 


771 


We thank the Norwegian Resistance Museum, Oslo, for kindly providing this information. 


The Rinnan gang 


One of the most notorious Norwegian Nazi collaborators was Henry Rinnan, who 
organised the infamous special Gestapo unit Sonderabteilung ‘Lola’ in Trondheim. 
This unit, exclusively composed of Norwegians, infiltrated and betrayed the 
resistance movement and tortured resistance fighters at a Gestapo terror centre in 
the city. For their foul crimes Rinnan and many of his gang were executed after the 


war. 


Quisling’s torch bearers 


Eivind Saxlund was a mem- 
Be of Quisling’s Nasjonal 

Samling (NS) before the war. 
He joined, he says, so that he 
“would contribute so the country 
should get a national government 
able to defend our interests against 
the [German] occupiers”. 

So committed to Norway’s cause 
was Saxlund that he decided to 
betray his country by signing up, 
aged 19, in the Waffen SS 
Norwegian Legion and taking part 
in the 900-day siege of Leningrad. 
He later transferred to the 23rd SS 
Panzergrenadierregiment 
“Norwegen”, led by Steiner. The 
regiment fought in the Baltic states 
and at the end of the war engaged in 
the final defence of Berlin. 

After serving a sentence for trea- 
son, Saxlund graduated from law 
school to become a lawyer. He 
ended up in the Norwegian 
Department of Finance, where he 
rose to the post of deputy director. 

Saxlund has never tried to hide 
his past as an NS member. He has participat- 
ed in television series and book releases con- 
nected with Norwegian war history, using 
such occasions to defend Quisling and the 
NS. He claims he lost his faith in national 
socialism during the war: “The belief that 
national socialist ideology would bring any- 
thing good was lost. At the same time I still 
thought that the NS could slow down the 
occupiers.” 

Some remorse has been necessary, not only 
because of his position as a public servant, 
but also because he has for several decades 
been an active Christian leader, including as 
leader of a parish council and of a “Prayer 
Week for Christian Unity”, one of the 


Eivind Saxlund: Christian leader with SS 
connections 
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major annual ecumenical events in Norway. 

The facts indicate, however, that Saxlund 
has by no means ended his fascist career. He 
is active in INO circles, has sat on the INO’s 
election committee and has for many years 
led the Aid Organisation for War-Wounded, 
an organisation for former Norwegian 
Waffen-SS men. He has also taken part in 
trips by SS veterans to the battlefields of the 
Eastern Front. 

Saxlund’s name is on the KKS list. This 
indicates that Saxlund’s involvement is not 
only social and nostalgic. He is also a sub- 
scriber to the German fascist publication 
Junge Freiheit. 


Interviewed by Norwegian _ television, 


Saxlund’s book, which a court ruled 
was antisemitic trash 


Saxlund said the news that German Jews had 
to wear a yellow star “made a disturbing 
impression” on him. Yet he comes from a poi- 
sonously antisemitic family tradition. 

His grandfather, Supreme Court lawyer 
Eivind Saxlund, was a national socialist 
before the term was invented. In 1910 he pub- 
lished the book Jéder og Gojim (Jews and 
Goyim), which alongside The Protocols of 
the Learned Elders of Zion ranks as one of 
the worst antisemitic books ever published in 
Norway. In 1923 he produced his main work, 
Livsanskuelse pad _ biologisk — grunnlag 
(Biologically-based World View), which was 
published three years later in Germany with 
the title Blut und Geist (Blood and Spirit). 
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QOrnulf Myklestad 


( : onspiracy paranoia is the major pre- 
occupation of another important 
activist in INO circles, @rnulf 

Myklestad. Having joined the Nasjonal 

Samling in 1933, he spent time in prewar 

Berlin “to study national socialism at close 

range”, before holding many important posi- 

tions in the Nazi movement. He was the NS 
secretary for the counties of Bergen and 

Hordaland and propaganda chief in greater 

Oslo. 

In this last capacity, he suggested the con- 
fiscation of all radios not belonging to NS 
members and organised several black-propa- 
ganda campaigns, including a fake English 
radio station and forged illegal newspapers. 
From July 1942 to February 1945 he was the 
nazis’ political leader at Asker og Barum 
Budstikke, a major local newspaper outside 
Oslo. 

It was, however, the struggle against 
“Jewish Freemasonry”, that was closest to 
Myklestad’s heart. In 1938 he launched the 
NS section “Norsk Front”, the aim of which 
was “To struggle against Jewry, Freemasonry 
and Marxism — those destructive international 
forces which suffocate the Norwegian people 
... We will, through our information work, 
seek to mobilise public opinion against the 
activities of the Freemasons and against the 
Jews’ dominant position in our society.” His 
own publishing company, Brage Boklag, pro- 
duced a book about the Freemasons and the 
third Norwegian edition of infamous 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion. 

After the war Myklestad served seven years 
forced labour and was deprived of his civil 
rights for ten years. The years in prison did 
little to moderate his political views but dur- 
ing his imprisonment he invented a health- 
food product that later made him a rich man. 

Keeping his head down, at 81 he remains 
an active behind-the-scenes nazi and anti- 
semite, with connections not only to the INO 
but also to younger right-wing extremists 
such as the infamous Jew-hater, Auschwitz 
liar and convicted gun-runner Alfred Olsen. 

Myklestad funnels some of his money into 


Olaf T. Lindvig 


| indvig, a prewar policeman and the 

only Norwegian to have received 

both the Norwegian war medal and 
the German Iron Cross, fought on the 
Norwegian side when the Germans invaded 
Norway. However, after the surrender he 
became a member of Vidkun Quisling’s 
Nasjonal Samling (NS). 

There he became one of the driving forces 
in the German SS Norway, responsible for 
recruiting Norwegian policemen to the 
Waffen SS. Lindvig first served in the 
Norwegian Legion, later transferring to the 
23rd SS Panzergrenadierregiment (Regiment 
Norway), where he attained the rank of 
Hauptsturmfiihrer (captain) and became a 
platoon commander. Frequently engaged in 
frontline combat, he was seriously wounded 
three times. For his efforts for Hitler, 
Lindvig received a long sentence for high 
treason. 

Since 1973, Lindvig and his wife Ilsa have 
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Above left: Ornulf Myklestad on his 
way to meet a Monitor investigator 


Folk og Land, sponsoring extra pages in the 
paper under the cover-name Brage, after the 
old Nordic god of poetry and, of course, after 
his publishing company in “the good old 
days”, when the Nazi swastika flew over 
Oslo. 

That is the only real flag of both the old 
and new Norwegian nazis. When today they 
use the Norwegian flag for their propaganda, 
they have stolen it to honour those who 
stabbed the people of Norway in the back in 
April 1940 and to lionise the killer squads of 
the Hitler dictatorship. 


Rak 
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Top: Myklestad’s paranoid and anti- 
semitic book about the Freemasons. 
The book concludes that Jewry 

must be exterminated. Above: 
Illustration from Myklestad’s book 
suggesting that the Jews control both 
communism and Freemasonry 


been trying to win compensation for proper- 
ty that Lindvig’s father-in-law, the infamous 
traitor, Olaf Willy Fermann, owned in 
Germany. 

According to Lindvig, the value of his fac- 
tory in Burg, in former East Germany, com- 
bined with Fermann’s bank deposits, 
amounted to 450,000 Reichsmarks in 1939, 
about £1.3 million in today’s money. Under 
present German law, it seems unlikely that 
Lindvig will ever obtain compensation, 
although he lives in hope. 

Lindvig does not participate in the INO’s 
ordinary activities but he is ever present at 
“front fighters’” gatherings and on their trips 
to the battle grounds of the Eastern Front. 
When the KKS drew up its list, his name 
was an automatic inclusion. 


Regiment Norway fought for Hitler 
until the end. Its veterans have 
recently been allowed to erect a 
memorial to their dead comrades in 
Estonia 


Fleeing Nazis and flying saucers 


Simon Matthews reviews The Horten Brothers and their All- 
Wing Aircraft, by David Myrha (Schiffer Military/Aviation 
History 1998, available by mail order from Midland 


Publishing Ltd, £49.95). 


Simon Matthews is presently writing a book about Nazi science, Rare 
Chosen Minds, on “the Nazis, their phenomenal technology and its use 
after 1945 by Britain, the USA and the USSR”. 

Since the war a fringe cult has grown among nazis who have propagated 
the idea that the Third Reich actually developed flying saucers. In some 
versions of the story these machines have been hidden on the dark side of 
the moon or under the polar ice caps. While this is nazi mania run wild, 
Simon Matthews has uncovered the true story of the postwar development 
of aircraft that looked remarkably similar to those flying saucers seen on 
cinema and television screens, not on the dark side of the moon or in the 
Arctic, but in Argentina, the USA and elsewhere. 


ore than 50 years after 1945, fresh 
M material on the diversity, savagery 

and super technology of the Second 
World War continues to appear. A surprising 
amount can be found by trawling through the 
mail order catalogues of aviation, military 
and other fringe publishers. 

The Horten brothers, aviation pioneers in 
Nazi Germany, now have their story told. 
Biographer David Myrha (from North Dakota 
and described as “‘... a veteran of field intelli- 
gence who crawled through the swamps of 
southeast Asia for his country, and himself, 
and later worldwide, as a part-time member 
of the US intelligence community ...”) has 
had unique access to their personal papers 
and memorabilia, in both Germany and 
Argentina. The photographs are magnificent. 
Myrha charts how glider clubs rebuilt 
German nationalism after 1919, and shows 
the willingness to look at unusual aircraft 
designs, in this case “flying wings”. 

Reimar and Walter Horten had friends at 
every level of the Nazi hierarchy, Ernst Udet, 
Erhard Milch, Hanna Reitsch, Willy 
Messerschmitt, Hans-Ulrich Rudel and, ulti- 
mately, Hermann Goering. After combat 
experience (with Adolf Galland) they were 
put to work designing a supersonic, stream- 
lined fighter. Completed in December 1944 it 
resembled a flying dinner plate. Goering then 
snapped them up to build his “Amerika 
Bomber” — huge, transatlantic, almost invisi- 
ble to radar and designed to drop Germany’s 
atom bomb on Manhattan. Myrha helpfully 
provides a vintage map of ground zero. 

After 1945 Britain and the USA grabbed 
most of the Nazi scientists (including war 
criminals) via Operation Paperclip. Several 
fine, investigative, historical works have 
appeared on this topic in recent years. Myrha 
provides fresh information about how groups 
of German aviation specialists stayed togeth- 
er and gives details about the famous “rat 
lines” — the exit routes out of Allied occupa- 
tion. The original plan was to dispatch a large 
contingent, led by Kurt Tank, to China to 
assist Chiang Kai-Shek. This was dropped in 
1947 due to the unexpected resilience of Mao 
Tse-Tung and his communist forces. Instead, 
helpfully, into the gap stepped Juan Peron, 
fascist sympathiser and dictator of Argentina. 

Myrha provides great detail on how the “rat 


lines” worked. The fleeing Nazi exit- 
ed (to Argentina) either via the 
Argentine embassy in Copenhagen or 
via the weekly Argentine Air Force 
flight from Rome to Buenos Aires, 
stopping at Madrid, Morocco, Senegal 
and Rio de Janeiro. Embassy staff 
provided fake identities and passports. 
The story ends with Reimar Horten 
in Argentina working on_ aircraft 
design even after the fall of Peron and 
Walter Horten in Germany helping 
relaunch the Luftwaffe in 1955. 


Myrha _ uncritically accepts the 
brothers’ view of themselves as neutral tech- 
nocrats. This airbrushed approach quickly 
collapses. We see photos of Walter Horten, in 
jackboots and steel helmet, paying homage at 
the shrine of the Nazi martyr (and Frei Korps 
activist) Albert Schlageter. This was not a 
simple visit to a war memorial as suggested 


in the text. Myrha has a swipe at the US sci- 
entist Theodore von Karman (a Hungarian 
Jew who settled abroad in 1930 but who 
returned to Germany in 1945 to interrogate 
former colleagues), calling him a “dilettante”. 
Whatever the book’s value in historical or 
social terms, Myrha leaves many, mainly 
political, questions unanswered. Why did so 
many aircraft specialists congregate in 
Argentina? Why did so little emerge from 
their activities? How did Peron pay them? 
How did they fit into the Skorzeny network 
of hard-core Nazis and disgraced collabora- 
tors — Dewoitine, Pavelic, Degrelle? One 
feels the shadow of Bormann and Schacht in 
the background together with the suspicion 
that Peron’s real motive in keeping this 
skilled group together was as part of a larger 
insurance policy by the West to maintain an 
offshore expertise bank that could be reacti- 
vated in the event — thought to be very real in 
1948-1953 — that World War Three 
might break out at any moment. 
But this is speculation. Myrha and 
the Horten brothers have brought us 
a step nearer piecing together the 
jigsaw of the post-1945 diaspora of 
the Nazis and their fellow travellers, 
as well as illustrating the obsession 
of the Third Reich with novel tech- 
nology. 


Top: Walter Horten laying a 
wreath at Schlageter’s grave. 
Left above: Horten Ho 13 in 
flight. Left: Hitler’s personal 
pilot Hanna Reitsch with 
Walter Horten 
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Hanson’s racists enter 
Queensland parliament 


r 1 he spectacular rise of an extreme-right 
party in the recent Queensland state 
elections appears to have caused more 

problems for the conservative side of politics 

than for the Labor Party. 

The One Nation party, founded last year by 
the notorious anti-immigration MP Pauline 
Hanson, took 11 seats in Queensland’s 89- 
seat parliament. The outgoing National Party 
took 23 seats, its junior coalition partner, the 
Liberal Party, nine, independents two, and the 
Labor Party 44, allowing it to form a govern- 
ment with the support of one of the indepen- 
dents. On a percentage basis, One Nation 
picked up 22.67 per cent of the vote on its 
first electoral outing. The Nationals polled 
16.09 per cent, and the Liberals 15.17 per 
cent. 

The rise of Hanson and One Nation owes 
much to burgeoning racist sentiment in 
Australia over the past few years, although 
there are other, equally significant factors. 
Queensland is Hanson’s home state. It is also 
the only state in Australia where the rural 
population outnumbers city dwellers, and as 
has been pointed out in the days following the 
election, Queensland voters have long been 
attracted to far-right miracle cures. The 
extremist League of Rights has long 
considered Queensland its stronghold. 

One Nation went into the election with 
little in the way of policies beyond vague 
anti-immigration and  anti-gun control 
sentiment. As the campaign rolled on, it 
gained most publicity for its calls for the 
return of corporal punishment in schools, a 
referendum on the return of capital punish- 
ment, the establishment of a state bank offer- 
ing low interest loans, and the abolition of 
Aboriginal welfare schemes. 

Much of Hanson’s support came from rural 
communities. For years, farmers and their 
families have staunchly supported the 
National Party, a centre-right agrarian party 
which is strongest in Queensland. Its 
coalition partner, the Liberal Party, is 

' Australia’s urban-based conservative party. 

Federally, the Liberal Party leads a coalition 

government with the Nationals, headed by 

Liberal Prime Minister John Howard. 

Hanson’s politics of resentment have 
capitalised on the fact that both the Labor 
Party and its coalition opponents have 
pursued policies of economic rationalism 
over the past 15 years. Many Australians 
have benefited from these policies, but many 
have missed out, especially rural 
communities. The National Party has long 
mixed a hard-right social agenda with New 
Right economic rationalism; Hanson has 
provided rural communities an opportunity to 
reject such policies. 

Ironically, this has laid bare a fundamental 
error of judgment on the part of the Prime 
Minister. When Hanson first came to promi- 
nence through her strident opposition to 
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Hanson had 


Our friends and colleagues at The Australia 
Israel Review have scored again. Under the 
headline “Gotcha”, their July issue lists 
thousands of names of members of and 
donors to Hanson’s One Nation party, 
describing them as “the names they won’t 
even give to Pauline Hanson”. It appears 
that David Ettridge, Hanson’s senior adviser 
had been refusing to let her see the list. 
Strangely, the main attack on _ the 
publication of the list has come from 
misguided members of Australia’s Jewish 
community, who appear to think similarly to 
Britain’s Jewish community leadership 
many years ago. Thank goodness British 
Jews now confront the enemy head on. 
Their idea that the publication infringes 
on this bunch of racists’ civil rights is 


Asian immigration and Aboriginal land 
rights, the Prime Minister refused to condemn 
her, arguing instead that her statements were 


evidence that the previous Labor 
government’s so-called “pall of political cor- 
rectness” had been lifted. Howard’s 


comments on Hanson have been ambiguous 


A significant boost to One 
Nation came when the 
governing Liberal and National 
parties agreed to direct 
preferences under Australia’s 
single transferable vote system 
to One Nation 


at best, and he has been at pains to argue that 
the average One Nation supporter “is no more 
racist than you or I”. 

Political analysts argued that Howard — an 
economic reformer but social conservative, 
who himself had called for a “review” of 
Asian immigration in the late 1980s — agreed 
with Hanson, did not want to alienate her sup- 
porters, and believed that she could create a 
hard-right voting bloc taking votes from the 
Labor Party that he could use to get his 
legislation through. 

It is interesting to note that interviews with 
Hanson supporters would indicate that One 
Nation has managed to win over some “old 
Labor” types who are not happy with the 
ALP’s social agenda or economic reformism. 
However, Howard’s assumption has two 
deadly flaws. Firstly, the Liberal Party’s flir- 
tation with One Nation saw massive numbers 
of small ‘Il’ Liberal Party voters in the 


by 
David 
Greason 


laughable. The fear that it could lead to 
reprisals against the Jewish community 
should be confronted by education and 
proper security arrangements within the 
community itself. 

Support for The Australia Israel Review 
came from Peter Wertheim, the acting 
president of the Executive Council of 
Australian Jewry. He says the publication is 
highly unlikely to lead to physical violence 
against those named, but might shame the 
financial backers and others into ending 
their support Ms Hanson’s party. 

The damage done to One Nation is huge, 
with Ettridge claiming that the reason he 
had not let Ms Hanson see the list was 
“because we have not sorted out who our 
friends are yet”. 


Queensland capital of Brisbane defect to the 
Labor Party. Secondly, Hanson has now come 
out in opposition to further privatisation and 
the introduction of a goods and services tax, 
two items high on the government’s reform 
agenda. 

A significant boost to One Nation came 
when the governing Liberal and National 
parties agreed to direct preferences to One 
Nation. Australia’s voting system, state and 
federal, allows for a single transferable vote, 
so that if your first choice candidate is not 
elected on the first count, your vote can pass 
on to your second choice candidate and so on. 

The decision of the coalition parties to put 
One Nation before Labor caused outrage 
among ethnic communities and moderate 
coalition supporters. The Labor Party, on the 
other hand, put One Nation last in every seat 
it contested. Although Labor lost seats to One 
Nation, it more than made up these losses by 
defections from the Liberal Party. 

The issue has been a very controversial 
matter in Australia for some months, and 
flared at the start of the election, when the 
Liberal Prime Minister, John Howard, refused 
to guarantee that One Nation would be put 
last on Liberal tickets in the federal election, 
which must be held before March next year. 

The Prime Minister and senior coalition 
figures argued that the preference decision 
was irrelevant, as no One Nation candidates 
were likely to outpoll any coalition 
candidates. National Party Senator Bill 
O’Chee told a meeting of ethnic groups in 
Brisbane held on 27 May: “There is not going 
to be one seat in Queensland where so much 
as one preference will be distributed to One 
Nation”. 

Given the in-depth polling research that the 
coalition was receiving, this has now been 
shown to be an outright lie. According to 
Queensland’s main daily newspaper, the 


x 


Brisbane Courier-Mail, had the coalition 
directed preferences against Hanson’s party, 
One Nation would have won only one seat 
(which, coincidentally, had once been won by 
the far-right Citizen’s Electoral Councils). 

Since the election, the state executives of 
most of the Liberal Party branches and some 
of the National Party branches have declared 
they will put Hanson’s candidates last, 
although some commentators have dismissed 
this as too late. Liberal Party MPs have also 
begun to take a far harsher line against One 
Nation, most notably the Treasurer 
(Australia’s Chancellor of the Exchequer), 
Peter Costello, who traced One Nation’s 
funny money economic policies back to the 
League of Rights, Australia’s premier anti- 
semitic grouping. 

The respected political scientist Antony 
Green described the result as “nothing less 
than a disaster” for the coalition parties, 
federal and state. “The Liberal Party now 
holds only four of the 40 seats in Brisbane. If 
that is the reward the Liberal Party receives 
for directing preferences to One Nation, 
Liberal Party campaign managers in Sydney 
and Melbourne must be dreading the prospect 
of fighting campaigns in their more ethnically 
diverse cities.” 


Celebrating her success in Queensland: Pauline Hanson (left) 


Hanson’s party is not yet fascist. Ironically, 
given the support that she has been receiving 
from the British National Party, her policies 
and public utterances are far more populist 
than anything John Kingsley-Read, who led 
the National Front and its splinter the 
National Party in Britain in the mid 1970s 
before turning against fascist politics, ever 
came up with. But throughout the campaign 
came almost daily revelations of far-rightists 
and neo-fascists in significant roles. Much of 
the organisational support for One Nation 
came from the remnants of the Confederate 
Action Party, a rural-based gun lobby party 
closely connected with the League of Rights. 

It is of note, however, that the League, 
Australia’s premier antisemitic organisation 
for more than 50 years, has come out in 
opposition to One Nation, arguing that the 
massive publicity attracted by Hanson is 
proof that she is a media creation. The 
League argues — correctly as it happens — that 
Hanson is an _ intellectual lightweight 
compared to the League’s favourite anti- 
immigration politician, the former Labor MP 
Graeme Campbell, now head of the Australia 
First Party. 

Campbell’s party, which has almost identi- 
cal policies to One Nation, also contested the 


Queensland elections, but its candidates sank 
without trace in the One Nation tidal wave. A 
furious Campbell subsequently told the media 
that the success of her party was “the biggest 
setback the Australian nationalist movement 
has had”. 

Campbell and the League seem very much 
out on a limb, however. The leader of the 
Australian Reform Party, gun lobbyist Ted 
Drane, has already announced that he will 
now move to merge his party with One 
Nation, despite backing away from such a 
merger and publicly denouncing Hanson last 
year. 


Where now? 


Federally, prospects look very bleak for the 
coalition. A poll immediately taken after the 
state election showed One Nation enjoyed 11 
per cent support nationally, up from 3 per 
cent. Most of that support came from the 
Liberal and National Parties. Labor, however, 
has not declined in absolute terms because 
Liberal voters have crossed over to support it. 
With the non-Labor vote now split three 
ways, Labor is increasingly looking like the 
only party capable of forming a viable 
government federally. 

Already there has been talk of federal 
National MPs in danger of losing their seats 
crossing over to One Nation. The next federal 
election could be held as early as August, and 
National Party figures are urging the 
government to go to the polls on a hard-right 
agenda similar to One Nation’s. The Prime 
Minister’s problem is that while this might 
hold up some of the vote in a few country 
seats, the government’s two main policies — a 
goods and services tax and the continued 
privatisation of the telephone network — are 
likely to lose others. Meanwhile, the urban 
Liberal vote is in danger of collapsing to 
Labor. John Howard’s could be Australia’s 
first one-term government since 1929. 

Having said that, One Nation is itself in 
trouble. Since the Queensland election, the 
national spotlight has been turned on the 
group, exposing internal rivalries. Hanson’s 
long-time friend and secretary Barbara 
Hazelton quit her job at the end of June, 
exposing the manipulation of Hanson and the 
party by Hanson’s adviser David Oldfield. 
Other senior members of the party have also 
spoken out, alleging financial irregularities 
and improper behaviour towards dissident 
members. A poll published in the second 
week of July indicated that Hanson’s sudden 
rise in national support has subsequently 
declined a little. 

Hanson’s unexpected victory in the 1996 
federal election saw the political agenda 
shift to the far right, with attacks on 
immigration and Aboriginal rights 
encouraged by the Howard government. Yet 
the results of the Queensland election, as 
depressing as they are in many ways, have 
also confirmed a strong voting bloc in 
favour of multiculturalism and Aboriginal 
reconciliation. One price of John Howard’s 
dithering and double-dealing may well be a 
electoral bloc for the far right, but it is also 
likely to have welded together a centrist 
anti-racist coalition that could marginalise 
even mainstream conservative politics for 
the years to come. 
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German Social Democrats help cut refugee aid 


ith just two months to go 
before the federal German 
elections, the mainstream 


right-wing political parties have made 
the “foreigners question” a key issue. 


While leading politicians from Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) and its Bavarian arm, the Christian 
Social Union (CSU), demand that the “expul- 
sion of criminal foreigners” be extended to 
include even those of the second and third 
generations, further drastic limitations of the 
right to asylum are already under way. 

According to press reports, the CDU/CSU 
intends that only those who “are politically 
persecuted and who do not subscribe to totali- 
tarian ideas or parties” will be recognised as 
asylum seekers. The definition of who is “a 
legitimate oppositionist” or “democrat” will, 
of course, remain in the hands of the 
CDU/CSU. 

This would spell the end of any possibility 
of asylum for Kurdish refugees, children 
included, who support or are members of the 
Kurdish PKK organisation, for example, 
because “sub-groups” of the PKK have been 
branded “terrorist” by the German authorities 
and courts. 

Germany’s upper house, the Bundesrat, has 
already agreed to tighten the laws affecting 
social provision for asylum seekers. Asylum 
seekers will have their social assistance cut 
by 20% and will be given vouchers instead of 
cash with only a small amount of pocket 
money. 

The measures will mostly affect refugees 
from Lebanon, Afghanistan and several 
African states. The 100,000 civil war 
refugees from Bosnia and Kosovo, who are 
protected by the Geneva Convention, have so 
far been exempted. Those refugees who do 
not have identification documents or who 
“only come to Germany for money” will 
receive a minimal amount of state support 
and no social assistance whatsoever. 

These moves are all the more significant 
because the Bundesrat is not controlled by the 
CDU/CSU. The Social Democrats are in the 
majority but the rising volume of protests 
from human rights groups, doctors’ 
organisations and the Churches has not pre- 
vented them from drastically worsening the 
day-to-day living conditions of refugees in 
Germany. 

Political method and strategy of the most 
shameful kind lies behind the rapid introduc- 
tion of these measures. Their purpose, 
especially for the CDU/CSU, is to pacify 
right-wing voters and to deny votes to the 


nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) and the Deutsche 
Volksunion (DVU). 
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The NPD’s May Day election rally in Leipzig, one of several planned in the run-up 


to the election. The placard states “Mass unemployment is a crime against the 
German people”. Below: Andreas Storr, whose promises to put thousands of 
NPD supporters on the streets of Berlin came to very little 


The NPD and DVU, as well as the fascist 
Republikaner (REP) and the ultra-right Bund 
freier Biirger (BfB), will all contest the elec- 
tion in a bid to convince the electorate that it 
is better to vote for the racist “original” than 
for the pale imitation presented by the main- 
stream right. 

While the DVU has little grass-roots base 
and will substitute an avalanche of propagan- 
da, including personalised mailshots, huge 
posters, television spots and other stunts, the 
NPD will take its campaign onto the streets, 
mobilising its young and highly motivated 
activists. A key focal point will be the north- 


eastern state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 
where the general election is accompanied by 
a ballot for the state parliament. To this end, 
the NPD has mapped out a series of activities 
in the run-up to election day on 26 
September. 

Marches remain a central feature. Those 
that have taken place in recent weeks have 
had mixed results for the nazis. Two attempts 
to parade in the Baltic town of Stralsund 
ended with well deserved good hidings for 
many of the 150 nazis present at the hands of 
anti-fascists. And an NPD announcement of a 
demonstration in the small town of Anklam 
was met with fierce opposition from a broad 
alliance of local people. 

The NPD has now served notice that it will 
again march in Neustrelitz on 1 August and 
that its final campaign rally will be in 
Rostock, scene of the infamous 1992 pogrom, 
on 19 September. Anti-fascists in Rostock 
have already begun preparations for the 
invasion of the NPD’s shaven-headed riffraff. 
Together with anti-fascists across the country, 
they are determined to prevent a display like 
the NPD put on in Leipzig on 1 May. 

They will be encouraged by what happened 
in Berlin on 20 June when Andreas Storr, an 
NPD officer, applied to march from the 
Brandenburg Gate to the Alexanderplatz 
under the bogus left-wing sounding slogan: 
“Work for Germans first — social justice 
needs national solidarity”. 

The nazis were trying to link their march 


with the events of the 17 June 1953, when 
East German building workers rose in revolt 
at worsening living conditions. The anniver- 
sary was taken over by the right and was a 
national holiday until the opening of the 
Berlin Wall and German reunification. 

However, a broad alliance of trade unions 
and social groups were already mobilising for 
a mass demonstration against Kohl’s econom- 
ic and social policies under the slogan: “Stand 
up for another policy”. 

Storr was promising that several thousand 
nazis would take part in the NPD event. 
Fearing the prospects of a clash and large- 
scale civil disorder, numerous prominent peo- 
ple, including the chairman of the Jewish 
community, put pressure on Berlin’s Interior 
Minister, the former general Jorg Sch6nbohm, 
to ban the NPD march. 

Schénbohm, who would have happily 
“banned the lot” on 20 June, was in a dilem- 
ma because of the NPD’s dubious legal status 
as an officially recognised electoral party and 
allowed the nazis to march. In response, the 
anti-fascist Alliance against the Right, the 
group that coordinated transport to Leipzig 
for the 1 May demonstration, immediately 
called for an occupation of the NPD’s assem- 
bly point, while artists and writers decided to 
stage readings in a symbolic blockade of the 
Alexanderplatz. 

In the event, the occupations were not 
needed. Schénbohm and the Berlin police 
negotiated with the NPD to provide an alter- 
native venue in the suburb of 
Hohenschénhausen, where the nazis were 
only able to mobilise around 200 marchers 
who paraded to loud protests from local 
people. 

Even the nazis’ departure from 
Hohenschénhausen was thoughtfully provid- 
ed for by the police and the Berlin city 
authority, which supplied extra buses. The 
march was a monumental flop and the only 
comfort they could take from the day was the 
publicity they had gained. 


From our German correspondent 


Nazi exploited academic 
forum to incite race hate 


A story with peculiar legal ramifications has 
been capturing the headlines in Sweden 
during the past six months. 

Late last year Karoline Matti, a former 
activist in a militant anti-fascist group, who is 
now studying for a history doctorate at the 
northern university of Umea, invited the up- 
and-coming Nordland nazi Dan Berner to 
give an evening lecture on the merits of 
national socialism. 

Matti argued that there could be no better 
source for the study of nazis than the nazis 
themselves. While this argu- 
ment might have some worth 
in scholarly circles, Matti 
went about her business in a 
curious way. 

She failed to let any of her 
colleagues or academic staff 
in her department know what 
she was doing. The only 
warning of the “lecture” was 
a few hand-written leaflets 


They were 
treated to a 
two-hour 
excursion into 


the land of 


ask even the most simple critical questions 
that might — at least superficially — have 
given some scholarly legitimacy to the event. 
She certainly did not attempt to interrupt 
Berner when it became clear that he intended 
to use the forum to incite racial hatred. 

The lecture made local headlines the next 
day and the fallout was predictable. Matti’s 
department requested an immediate 
explanation. When she was asked if she did 
not consider it wrong to sneak a nazi into a 
university lecture hall, she pleaded “freedom 
of speech”. Asked if she dis- 
agreed with the nazi propa- 
ganda Berner had spewed 
out, she stated that her politi- 
cal views were her business 
and refused to answer. “A 
tough cookie, she was”, said 
a local reporter. 

Because of her silence at 
the inquiry, the university 
decided to ban Matti from 


put up on campus notice conspiracy lecturing. Suddenly — she 
boards, phrased so that most ; became a household name in 
people who read them con- theories, Sweden. Interest was further 
cluded that the lecture was racism and roused when, a few days 
an academic discussion on : ane later, it was revealed that 
the nature of nazism and not antisemitism Matti and Berner were plan- 


a nazi propaganda speech. 

In the event, only seven 
students scrambled down to the lecture hall 
that Matti had booked for the evening. They 
were treated to a two-hour excursion into the 
land of conspiracy theories, racism and anti- 
semitism. Berner, lecturer extraordinaire, 
raised quite a few eyebrows. 

Matti was so engrossed that she forgot to 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Anti-Roma campaign fails to deliver votes 


The Czech Republic’s fascist Republicans 
lost all their parliamentary seats in general 
elections held in June. The 60,000-strong 
party, led by the virulently racist Miroslav 
Sladek, held 18 seats in the Czech parliament 
until the latest poll. 

For the past eight years, the Republicans 
have pursued a relentless campaign against 
the country’s large minority Roma 
population, calling for discriminatory mea- 
sures that would give preference to non- 
Roma citizens. 

Because of the extent of public prejudice 
and violence against the Roma and the fact 
that the Republicans sought to capitalise on 
this, their failure — with 223,000 votes — to 
cross the 5% hurdle needed to secure election 
was surprising. 

The Social Democrats, led by Milos 
Zeman, topped the poll with 32%, followed 
by former premier Vaclav Klaus’s Civic 
Democratic Party with 27%. Third place went 


to the Communist Party of Bohemia and 
Moravia, which took 11%. 

The big question now is whether the new 
Czech government will take tough measures 
to stamp out anti-Roma discrimination and 
violence and curb the growing nazi skinhead 
subculture, which is notorious not only for its 
violent activities but also for its well organ- 
ised international links. 

Prejudice against the Roma reached new 
depths recently with proposals in several 
small municipalities to fence off Roma area 
from “white” areas. This policy of forcing the 
Roma into ghettos was founded on the claim 
that the two communities were not able to co- 
exist. The Republicans, in particular, promot- 
ed these ideas. 

In the short term the argument of the fascist 
bonehead terror gangs, that parliament means 
nothing, will be strengthened by the Repub- 
licans’ parliamentary demise and a further 
increase in street violence can be expected. 


ning to move in together. 

Next in line to question 
her was the local prosecutor. Berner’s lecture, 
captured by a Nordland video team, constitut- 
ed incitement of racial hatred. Matti, having 
read his script beforehand and allowed the 
event to take place, was guilty of aiding a 
criminal offence. 

A trial early in July convicted Berner and 
put him away for a few months, while Matti 
was lucky to receive a suspended sentence, 
having made legal history as the first individ- 
ual in Sweden to be prosecuted for aiding the 
incitement of racial hatred. 

What seemed an open and shut case has 
caused controversy. While Matti has rightly 
been denounced by former anti-fascist friends 
and the university and legal authorities, the 
debate preceding her trial showed she also 
has supporters. 

All kinds of racists, ranging from Nordland 
and the white power industry to the 
respectable suit and tie brigade of the so- 
called Free Information network, have rushed 
to her defence. In these circles she is hailed as 
a Joan of Arc character. 

More disturbing, however, is the fact that 
she has also received support from quite a 
few academics and political media junkies 
who, although they say nazism is an abom- 
inable philosophy, claim that “freedom of 
speech” must be an absolute in the academic 
milieu. What they are, in effect, arguing is 
that universities should be a playground for 
nazis. 


From our Swedish correspondent 
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FRANCE 


rance’s murderous fascists spent June 
Psresin their acquaintance with the 

inside of courts and prison cells. Three 
members of Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Front 
National picked up prison sentences in Aix- 
en-Provence, for the murder of rap singer 
Ibrahim Ali on 21 February 1995, only weeks 
before the presidential elections. 

Robert Lagier, 66, Mario d’Ambrosio, 51 
and Pierre Giglio, 41, were involved in the 
incident that led to Ali’s death. While sticking 
up election posters, they encountered a group 
of young people who were waiting at a bus 
stop for the last bus home. Claiming that they 
thought they were going to be attacked, the 
fascists gunned down Ali with three dum- 
dum bullets in the back. 

Lagier and d’Ambrosio were charged with 
murder but Giglio, who did not fire any shots, 
was accused of the lesser offences of 
complicity in homicide and possession of an 
illegal weapon. 

During the trial, Lagier’s 16-year-old 
grand-daughter told the court that her grand- 
father was “extremely racist” and had tried to 
indoctrinate her. Bruno Mégret, the FN 
regional leader and contender to succeed Le 
Pen, appeared as a defence witness, claiming 
that the FN members had acted in legitimate 
self-defence and that they were “the élite of 
our people”. 

From a_ strictly political standpoint, 
Mégret’s action looks crazy but he clearly 
feels the need to present himself as a hard- 
liner to the most violent elements in the 
party. Lagier was jailed for 15 years, 
d’Ambrosio for 10 years and Giglio was 
given a two-year sentence, of which one year 
was suspended. 

Only days later, two hard-core French nazis 
were sentenced to lengthy jail terms in 
Bordeaux at the end of June for gruesome 
killings committed as part of a kidnapping 
and extortion plot. Philippe Vignaud, 27, and 
Vincent Parera, 42, are both active members 
of the Parti Nationaliste Frangais et Européen 
(PNFE), which has close connections to John 
Tyndall’s nazi British National Party. 

They had joined the small but violent 
PNFE after meeting at an FN rally. Both men 
held membership of the FN but later switched 
to the PNFE because they found the extremist 
FN “too moderate”. 

The court head how the two nazis strangled 
the car salesman, Guy Levy, to death shortly 
after abducting him in July 1995. The kidnap 
was part of a politically inspired plan to force 
the French car-making giant Citroen into pay- 
ing a one million franc (£100,000) ransom on 
the grounds that the firm had _ brought 
thousands of North African immigrants to 
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is the 


French equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 
carries out excellent research and analysis 
of the far right in France. Reflex is pleased 


to extend the benefit of its expertise to 
Searchlight’s readers by contributing a 
monthly resumé of events in France. 


Pillars of the FN’s European strategy: Le Pen’s old ally, the former Waffen-SS 
member Franz Schonhuber (left), and Gerhard Frey (right), millionaire leader of 
the German DVU, seen here with his friend David Irving 


France in the 1960s and 1970s to work in its 
car plants. 

Vignaud not only took part in the brutal 
murder of Levy but in December 1995, when 
he learned that police suspected he had links 
with Levy’s disappearance, he murdered 
another man to steal his identity papers, 
assume his identity and cover his tracks. 
The second victim, Gerard Mifsud, was 
decapitated. 

Both nazis were also convicted for kidnap- 
ping and savagely beating an Asian doctor, 
Varadappa Soundirarassou, in what the court 
was told was a trial run for the later kidnap- 
ping and murder of Levy. 

Parera, who fancied himself as a nazi “the- 
oretician” and “ideologist” and decorated his 
home with portraits of Adolf Hitler, was 
jailed for 20 years for the murder of Levy. 
Vignaud received a life sentence for the two 
murders. 

It is not only the dross at the bottom of the 
movement that has found itself in trouble 
with the law. The same applies to the scum at 
the top. After his conviction for violence, Le 
Pen was told that he had to wait until 28 
September for his appeal against the verdict. 
When the case, which concerned Le Pen’s 
vicious and unprovoked physical assault on a 
female election candidate of the Socialist 
Party in Mantes-la-Jolie, was first heard on 2 
April, Le Pen was found guilty and sentenced 


to a three-month suspended jail term, a 
£2,000 fine and removal of his civil rights. 
If his appeal is rejected he will not be able 
to head the FN candidates’ list in the 
European elections and his retirement might 
be accelerated. 

Candidate or not, the volcanic Le Pen’s 
problems have not stopped him from trying to 
develop his European strategy. A few months 
ago, Le Pen urged the creation of a fascist 
network in Europe called “Euronat”. Since 
the success of the German nazi millionaire 
Gerhard Frey’s Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) 
in regional elections in eastern Germany in 
April, he has changed tack and staged talks 
with the DVU. He was more than likely 
encouraged in this by his old German fascist 
ally, the former Waffen-SS man Franz 
Schénhuber. 

The outcome was a common pledge by the 
FN and DVU to support each other’s 
European parliamentary election campaigns 
next year. “Both party chairmen are united on 
the basic common points in their political 
programmes,” — especially the nakedly racist 
aspects, no doubt. 

The pact with the DVU is not the FN’s first 
with German fascists. In 1989 the FN had 
agreements with the Republikaner, then led 
by Schénhuber. This was followed by friend- 
ly relations with Harald Neubauer’s now 
defunct Deutsche Liga fiir Volk und Heimat. 


The latest pact is driven by lust for gold. Its 
objective is to form a common group in the 
European Parliament in a bid to obtain maxi- 
mum funds. 

Meanwhile, the FN’s racist “national pref- 
erence” policies continue to wreak havoc on 
the already bitterly fragmented mainstream 
right. The latest person to get into hot water 
for giving these apartheid-style policies credi- 
bility is the former Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur, who proposed the establishment of 
a commission to discuss these ideas with the 
EN. 

This idea was greeted enthusiastically by 
the FN — not least by Mégret whose contacts 
with mainstream rightists are multiplying — 
and by those whom Mégret is courting, the 
Right Party, led by Charles Million, and the 
so-called Liberal Democracy, led by Alain 
Madelin. In contrast, Balladur’s proposal out- 
raged the left and further shocked the main- 
stream RPR Gaullists. 


Petain minister dies 


Frangois Lehideux, the last surviving minister 
of Marshal Pétain’s collaborationist Vichy 
regime, died on 21 June aged 95. Lehideux, 
who was minister for industrial production, 
worked before the war for Ford Motors in the 
USA and then for the now defunct aviation 
branch of Renault. 

Arrested in 1949, he was acquitted of 
charges that he had taken part in discussions 
between the Nazi occupation authorities and 
Louis Renault on making the Renault facto- 
ries part of the German war production 
machine. After his acquittal, Lehideux 
became president of a society dedicated to 
defending Pétain’s memory. His _ niece, 
Martine Lehideux, is a leading official of the 
FN and is very close to Le Pen. 


Right: Carrying on the family political 
tradition: Martine Lehideux 


Belgian hate rock promoter sticks in his stone 


Belgium’s hate music scene remains in the 
dark age — fewer gigs and fewer supporters — 
despite recent efforts by the nazi bonehead 
rock supremo Yannick Pollet to change the 
situation. “Want some news and good for a 
change?” asked Pollet in a special newsletter 
issued by his front outfit Excalibur. 

The so-called “good news” was the 
announcement of a supposedly international 
nazi skinhead fest to be staged on 27 June. 
The venue? A place called De Loods (The 
Shed) in Staden, a quiet little town not far 
from Bruges. Nobody had ever heard of a 
concert hall called “De Loods”, which turned 
out to be just that, a shed. 

To help booze, glue and drugs-disorientated 
skins, Pollet’s little newsletter, distributed in 
several countries, attached a road map warn- 


newsletter: “This is a private concert. Please 
bring along your invitation”. Pollet clearly 
knew that his concert could attract a rather 
negative public reaction. 

Yet Pollet went to the local authorities in 
Staden and informed them of the date, time 
and venue of “a rock concert”, furtively omit- 
ting to tell them that it was a fascist hate 
music gig. He continued his secretive 
approach by ensuring that local residents 
were kept in the dark. No posters were dis- 
tributed or displayed and no press releases 
were issued. 

Enter Searchlight’s international network 
and the Belgian press. In a three-country 
operation, specific information about the gig 
passed to Searchlight by a member of its net- 
work was handed over to Belgian journalists 


who had already got wind of rumours and 
exposed the event. 

An unknown event in an_ obscure 
town suddenly became national news. Alerted 
and shocked, the local authorities moved 
swiftly to block the nazi plans. Afraid that 
public order might be seriously threatened, 
the local council held a crisis meeting with 
the police, resulting in a decision to ban the 
gig, whether the nazis attempted to hold it in 
Staden or anywhere else in the jurisdiction of 
the council. 

So, Mr Pollet, Searchlight is delighted to 
let you have “some news and bad yet again”: 
nothing happened on 27 June in Staden 
because we stopped you. 


From our Belgian correspondent 


ing its readers to “look out for 


impressive, showing Pollet’s N 
extensive cross-frontier links: 
Brutal Attack and Razors Edge 
from the UK, the Finnish band 
Mistreat and Germany’s super 
hate group Kraftschlag. The 
intention was to provide six 


i 


the Flemish lion flag”. Ie Y FS 
The ambitious six-band line- | i 
up for the gig was meant to be L) 


WHO DO THESE 
PEOPLE THINK 


ar 


hours of “entertainment”. The 
inclusion of the two British 
bands in the line-up was more 
the result of a vivid imagination 
than anything based on 
reality, as they were booked to 
play at gigs in Britain on the 
same day. 

Equally ambitious were 
Pollet’s hopes for a big bone- 
head turnout. He was hoping 
that at least 3,000 skinheads 
would mobilise internationally 
and come to Belgium. Three 
hundred would have been a 
more realistic estimate. 

Although Pollet’s obvious 


Hello People with the spirit of the North, 


Well you nay have heard it the famous NAZI Festival was cancelled. 
Some of (he press coverage and flith Is on the back of this newsletter. 
The only “hing we can do is orgenise concerts Isn't It. 


Well it's up to our next gig wich will be the 18 of Juli. 
It will bé <1 srnaller gig ctoourse with 3 or max 4 bands. 
Booked gra : 

Landstorin 

Bagadou Stourm 

Avalon 

Razors E:ige 


To gat in inne reserve tickets write to our P.O. BOX. 

Please reserve tickets beacause It will ba sold out Iit!! 

DONT SENT ANY MONEY FOR TICKETS. YOU HAVE TO PAY AT THE ENTRANCE 
Reservation line 0032/ 50.37.26.58 (state you name and adras, phonenumber) 

Or better prcier the tickets trough our P.O. Box so we can sent you the detalls. 
We wT ee you a number to ring the same day and organise a meeting point. 
Please fo iow our guidelines. 

More det: ils in the next newsletter. WRITE FOR IT.......88.. 


P.O.BOX . 8310 BRUGES 3 FLANDERS BELGIUM 


THEY IMPRESS 


megalomania ran riot, he was 
also nervous, writing in his 


Who do they think they impress? Clearly the 
Belgian authorities and anti-fascist journalists 


BRUTAL-ATTACK / FORTRESS 


(Rocking the white world) 


World Tour 1996 


Sept. Ungarn/Budapest 
Sept. Deutschland/Zwickau 


Okt. Sweden/Linképing 
Okt. Deutschland/Zwickau 
Okt. Italy/Verona 

Okt. England/Wales 


Nov. Deutschland/Koblenz 
Nov. Tschechoslowakei/Pilsen 


We will keep the faith 88 


Although they did not turn up in 
Belgium, Brutal Attack are regular 
visitors to Europe, in this case touring 
with the Australian band Fortress 


Searchlight, August 1998 23 


Photo: Michael Cohen 


“They went because their open eyes could 


see no other way”. 


This fitting tribute to the men and the women of the British Battalion of the 
International Brigade appears on the new memorial to them, which was 


Reasons to be 
happy, one, 
two, three 


Michael Easter, the Kent businessmen and 
British National Party regional organiser, has 
not stood for election for ten years. It is not 
hard to see why. In June he contested a county 
council seat in a by-election in the Ashford 
area and gained a derisory 50 votes, 3.4% of 
the poll. The election gave Kent anti-fascists a 
research opportunity into the BNP in the 
county, which they grabbed with both hands. 


Charges dropped against Dover 
protesters 

All charges against anti-fascists arising out of 
their opposition to the two National Front 
marches against Roma refugees in Dover 
have been dropped. Some have made formal 


complaints against the police and all of them 
are demanding the destruction of the mass of 
still photographic and video material gathered 
by the police technical teams at the time. 


Let there be music and dancing 
A multicultural festival will take place in 


dedicated in Jubilee Gardens on London’s South Bank on 18 July. 

More than 200 veterans and friends of the International Brigade turned out to 
remember and pay tribute to the 2,100 volunteers who went from Britain in 1936 
to fight against Franco’s fascists in the Spanish Civil War. 

A new organisation, Friends of the International Brigades, is open to those 
who wish to keep alive an interest in the involvement of the International 
Brigades in the Spanish Civil War and carry on their proud memory as part of 
the struggle against international fascism. Membership costs £5 and cheques, 
payable to “Friends of the International Brigades” may be sent c/o Searchlight. 


Pencester Gardens, Dover, on 29 July from 
llam to 6pm, to celebrate the work of the 
anti-fascist movement in Kent and beyond in 
opposing the NF and BNP. Performers will 
include a Roma folk singer. It sounds like a 
great day out for the family. We are sure Kent 
activists will be pleased to see Searchlight 
readers there. For more details contact 
Searchlight. 


Get Searchlight’s community 
responses handbook 


Teachers, youth workers, anti-fascist 


organisers, community relations officers and other work- 


ing against racism and fascism are invited to apply for a 
free copy of the highly acclaimed Searchlight 
Educational Trust handbook, “When Hate Comes to 
Town” Community Responses to Racism and Fascism. 


A very generous donation from a charity that raises 
money for young people's projects has made this offer 
possible. The donors have asked us to give priority to 
those working with young people to help give them a 
solid start in life against the sick ideas of fascists and 
racists. 


The handbook normally costs £30 for organisations, £20 
for community groups and £15 for individuals, plus 
postage, so this offer represents a real saving. 


To obtain a free copy, please send your name and 
address and reason why you qualify under the terms of 
this donation, plus £5 to cover postage and packing. 


Searchlight would welcome any donations to help us 
further our youth educational work. 


COMING NEXT MONTH 


Searchlight examines the meaning 
of the Stephen Lawrence affair 
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TRADE UNION FRIENDS OF SEARCHLIGHT 


Trade Union Congress 1998 
Fringe Meeting 


Racism, Fascism and 
Antisemitism 
A European Perspective 


Tuesday 15 September 1998 
At 5.30pm 


Britannia Suite 
Ruskin Hotel 
Albert Road 

Blackpool 


Speakers from the trade unions and 
from Searchlight 


More details in next month’s Searchlight 


